
Dear Friends,
The earthquake in Pakistan has caught our attention
as the next cataclysmic disaster after Hurricane
Katrina and before that the Tsunami. The thing the
earthquake has taught us is that there are safer
places to live than at the join of two tectonic plates
on the earthÕs surface and the Hurricane showed
that if you live in an area of ground that is below sea
level but a short distance from the sea you do live in
a risky area. Wisdom says either move away or
make sure that the structures you build and live in
are proof enough against the inevitable shakings
that will come at some time. Let me return to that
shortly but change tack a little first.

Presbyterianism was born in Scotland and wears
a Scottish face É right? Actually if you look on a
world scale the face of Presbyterianism is far
Eastern, statistically it would be Korean. People in
our country tend to a very blinkered view of what
goes on in the world and never more so than in
matters religious. It has been the shock of the 21st
Century for many westerners to realize that
religious belief really does shape our world even if
not here and at times that has been rather fearful.
There is something of an arrogance about old
Europe and its children that it hasnÕt realized yet
that it is passing away not just demographically
which it is (we arenÕt replacing ourselves) but in
influence and importance on the world stage. As far
as Christianity is concerned Philip Jenkins,
professor of history and religion at Pennsylvania
State University says, ÒI estimate that over the next
twenty-five to fifty years, Christianity will become
mainly a religion of Latin America and Africa,
including the African diaspora in the Americas and
Europe. By 2050, only about one out of every five or
six Christians will be a non-Latino white. The
average Christian already is someone who lives in
Brazil or the Congo.Ó 

Scots who feel that Christianity is dying have
failed to see that it is they, the Scots, who are dying
but Christianity is alive and well and living
elsewhere and in fact is growing at a faster rate
than at any time in the past. What does this mean
for us Scots? Well probably nothing at all to many
as the prevailing view is ÒSo what, it doesnÕt bother
meÓ but in the hope that you, my readers, are above
that let me introduce you again to the fact that

Christianity is so much bigger than our own cultural
ideas and mores.

For example the design of our Gothic Churches is
supposed to imitate the sublime forests of northern
Europe a thousand years ago, but Saint Paul after
whom our Victorian gothic structure is named,
never saw either the buildings or the forests.
European music of almost all forms according to
Howard Goodall the music historian was uniformly
in triple time until the last Century whereas African
and South American influence which came to stamp
itself on western music was in double or quadruple
time. All forms of Christianity have their own
histories and it appears likely that the shape and
form of the Church in Scotland will change quite
radically in the coming century as it reflects much
more of the global forms that have already spread
due to the revolution in transportation and
communication as well as an evangelism that
tackles a new culture.

Of course when we speak about change it causes
us to become fearful for we donÕt like the ground
under our feet to start moving yet in the Christian
Church we live in an earthquake prone environment
where God shakes the foundations and the
ÔbuildingsÕ we build Ð our institutions, forms, ways
of working etc Ð are put under strain in times of
revolution and change sometimes coming crashing
down because they have not been built with the
shaking power of God in mind. Yet if it is possible to
build buildings that survive earthquakes we need to
take on board that the Churches we build must have
a degree of flexibility in them that allows them to
move and adapt to the rigorous shaking of the Spirit
of God without us feeling that all is lost. Our
foundations need to be in heaven not on the Earth
for things that ÔhangÕ from heaven survive things
that are built on the earth donÕt. Can you understand
this and apply it locally for we must constantly ask
ourselves what is necessary for the ÔbeingÕ of the
Church and what may give a pleasant sense of
ÔwellbeingÕ. The difference is that the Church can
live without one but not without the other. When the
Church in China had all the props of wellbeing
kicked away from it over 50 years ago it not only
survived but grew and expanded many times over,
we in Scotland who have had many of the societal
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props of past wellbeing knocked away from us and
which it appears will be continuing into the near
future may be entering a period when that which is
only of the essence of the Church is what will be left
but then É donÕt we live in exciting times?

ÒThis is what the LORD Almighty says: ÔIn a little
while I will once more shake the heavens and the
earth, the sea and the dry land. I will shake all
nations, and the desired of all nations will come,
and I will fill this house with glory,Õ says the LORD
AlmightyÓ (Haggai 2: 6-7).

With Every Blessing,
Leslie Steele.
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WomanÕs Guild
Our Guild year got off to an excellent
start with a visit from Mrs. Mary
Graham and Mrs Kay Coull, who
described to us with the aid of a
Power Point presentation, their visit

to Peru with the ship Amazon Hope, spending two
weeks bringing medical aid to otherwise unreached
villages taking the boat up the river Amazon. We
were all intrigued by their account of the trip and
the much needed medical help given, interlaced
with some challenging stories about defending
themselves from mosquitos!

At our second meeting we were enthralled by the
account Mrs. Terrry Paterson gave us of the work of
the Prison Fellowship,both in a video and in a
personal account. Fellowship groups are held by
volunteers in prisons all over the country for Bible
Study and worship, which prisoners can attend if
they wish. She told of the influence GodÕs word had
on peopleÕs lives, and how some men had some to
know Christ for themselves. It was a challenging
and thought provoking meeting.

We look forward to hearing our own minister
Rev. Leslie Steele speak on the theme on November
16th, and Mrs. Christine Drummond on ÒDaring to
Care with CommitmentÓ in Social Work on
November 30th. All are welcome to these meetings
on Wednesday afternoon at 2.15 p.m.

Flower Rota Appeal 
The Flower Rota for next year has just been
prepared and it seems there are a number of dates
still available to be filled. If you would like to put
flowers into the church on 18th February, 5th
March, 21st May, 13th & 20th August, 1st October,
12th & 19th November please give me a ring on
755316. You donÕt have to be an expert in flower
arranging. The flowers are simply put into the vases
at the front of the church and then delivered to the
recipients.

This ministry means a lot to the sick and elderly
as well as to those who are celebrating a special
occasion.                                          Angela Miller

Volunteers
Two years ago, a group of volunteers was set up to
help the young Church cleaner to clean the extra
toilets. To continue to do this, more volunteers are
needed as the original numbers are now depleted. If
enough people volunteer, it would mean taking a
turn every 10 or 12 weeks. It is apparent that this is
not everyoneÕs favourite idea of a job, but it is very
necessary, and the toilets are not excessively dirty Ð
they only need sprucing up. PLEASE Ð if you can
spare an hour or so every 10-12 weeks, speak to
Zena Forsyth, or phone her on 850250.

Multi-Media System
Further to the recent
articles about a
multi-media system
for the church. I
would like to thank
everyone for their
very kind and gener-
ous donations to-
wards this system
and we now have
purchased a projec-
tor and laptop so
that we can make

more use of the big screen over the season of
advent.

It is hoped that we will be able to project the
words of hymns and any visual aids to enhance the
teaching in the church.

A useful aspect of this system is that it is not fixed
and can be moved into the halls or wherever the
church needs to use it. Last Easter, we showed the
film ÔThe Passion of ChristÕin the big hall and
hopefully this was the first of many such film nights
we will host at Old Parish and St PaulÕs.

The use of multi-media will now be an on-going
development of the congregationÕs worship and we
would plan to upgrade our sound system at some
date in the future. If you still wish to contribute
towards this system, please pass your donations to
David Leckey (Treasurer) marked Ô Sound SystemÕ.

A reminderÉ.
Many many folk at St. PaulÕs have reason to be
grateful to Eddie Oliver for his years of faithful
service at the organ which have given such
pleasure. There was a tribute to Eddie in the
October Newsletter which eloquently expressed our
thanks, but there is still time give towards some
tangible memento of our gratitude if you wish do so
Ð in envelopes marked for the purpose for the
attention of Mr. David Leckey, our Treasurer by mid
November please.



NEVER ENDING GARDENS
PROJECT Ð 26TH JANUARY 2006

Further to the article in the
October newsletter, I would
like to take this opportunity
to thank everyone for their
very kind and generous
donations towards the
sponsored walk which took
place on Saturday 8th
October where we walked a

circular route from Yarrow Ford to three Brethrens
(on the southern upland way) and back down
Yarrow Ford Hill (approx 11 miles).

Drew Thorpe (St. JohnÕs Church) joined us and
set the pace. He is experienced in search and rescue
and kept a watchful eye on the less able members of
the group (obviously not me!!) and we all returned
safely. All the rest of the group then went home for
a rest, I went home and got ready to go to work!!

This fund raising event has sent us well on our
way to raising the funds for us to go to Africa on
26th January 2006 for the Never Ending Gardens
Project.

We will be continuing to fund raise by hosting
Ceilidh in the large hall on Saturday 26th
November 2005. Arrangements are under way for a
live band and a demonstration of proper country
dancing. The Ceilidh will start at 7.30pm to
11.00pm and Ticket prices are £7.50 Adult, £5 child
or £20 for a family ticket. If you would like a ticket
for the Ceilidh, please see me.

There is also Praise Evening arranged to take
place on Saturday 10th December at St. JohnÕs
Church (time to be finalised). Sons of Thunder are
to be the Praise Band and there will be no
admission charge to this event (donations only). We
will be able to give a short presentation on this night
about the Never Ending Gardens Project and this
would also be a good event to Ôinvite a friend Õ. I will
be able to tell you more about this event in the next
newsletter.

If you would like to make a financial contribution
towards this project then please come and see me as
I am one of the 10 people who will travel to White
River, South Africa to participate in this project in
January 2006.

Robbie Noble

ÒNEWS ABOUT THE
NEWSLETTERÓ

This Newsletter is currently expertly edited by our own Margaret Cashman,
who then sends it out to be professionally formatted and printed. At the
last meeting of the Congregational Board it was reported that the cost of
formatting and printing this Newsletter had increased by a large
percentage. This has only come about because our current printer has had
to raise the price to an economic level after many years of effectively
subsidising it. In the light of this price increase, at a time of considerable
increases in other areas of Church expenditure, such as energy costs, a
number of options were proposed, ranging from:
1. accepting the increase for what is a very professional looking

publication
2. reducing the frequency of the newsletter
3. doing the formatting ourselves and having it printed by Melrose Parish

Church, who use their ÒRisographÓ to print Church and Presbytery
documents at a very economic cost.
It was agreed to place this information before the Congregation and

ask for your opinion. Option 1 would imply that we all consider increasing
to some extent the level of our giving to the Church. Option 3 would require
some volunteers to come together as a team to arrange the formatting and
printing every month (except for the summer and Christmas double
issues!). Would you be able to help, or do you know anyone who might?
Opinions and suggestions to the Editor, Margaret Cashman, by the end of
November, would be gratefully appreciated!

Peter Sandison

Deaths
Jesus said ÒI am the Resurrection and the Life.Ó
Sept. 27th Kathleen McLeish, 21 Douglas Place

Oct. 5th Ednie Henry, 38 Wilderhaugh

Oct. 8th Agnes Wilson, Gala Nursing Home (for-
merly 150 Scott Street)

We extend our sincere sympathy and the assur-
ance of our prayers to the bereaved families.

To boldly goÉ
This summer and autumn has seen several safaris to
the far flung corners of the Borders golf courses, as
well the first ever St. PaulÕs Open golf tournament
(with VERY friendly handicaps). This tournament,
the brainchild of Òorganiser-in chief-of-everything-
that-ran-perfectly-well-before-he came-hereÓ, was
held at Lauder golf club, hence the title of the article
as the rough was quite severe both in terms of its
length and depth. 

First group to venture out consisted of Ian
Forsyth, Steven Fox, Colin Hanley, Bert Hegarty,
and Rodger Glenfield (who managed 9 holes); Ian
produced the sole birdie of the day at the last,
Steven who scored heroically despite losing a ball
on every other hole, Colin who got on the green at
the dangerous short fifteenth only to three putt, Bert
whose putter was Òon fireÓ on the outward nine, and
Rodger who just missed his par at his last, the ninth
- their scorecards reflected the test of golf, which
the course represents. The second group of Ian
Corcoran, Peter Sandison and Jim Tennant were a
bit more adventurous (in the amount of ÒexploringÓ
they had to do) and amongst the highlights were
IanÕs opening par at the first, PeterÕs approach shot
to the long, uphill par-5 sixteenth and JimÕs delicate
chip, stone dead, at the short fifteenth (one of two
pars in his round). With the autumn weather and
shortening daylight hours, the remainder of the
field are struggling to get out there to do battle Ð
watch this space for news of the Prize giving and
Dinner!



TreasurerÕs Report
SEPTEMBER 2005

Income
Offerings 4 weeks (Weekly average £805.41)........... £3,221.64
Dividends, Bank Interest, etc ................................... £589.02
CoS Ð Pulpit Supply (Study Leave) .......................... £275.00
Donations.................................................................. £287.55

£4,373.21
Expenditure
Electricity, Gas & Church Telephone....................... £111.70
Advertising, Printing, Stationery.............................. £154.56
Sunday School Materials, etc................................... £238.48
Fabric Repairs........................................................... £663.87
Standard Monthly Expenditure................................ £4,257.80

£5,426.41

STANDARD MONTHLY EXPENDITURE OFFERINGS
Stipend £3,262.70 5th £825.00
Mission & Renewal £883.10 12th £548.37
Relief Organist (R. Young) £80.00 19th £443.85
Cleaners (4wks) £32.00 26th £396.42

£2,213.64
Paid through Bank £1,008.00

£4,257.80 £3,221.64

OFFERINGS UPDATE

2005 2004
Jan-August 35wks £29,353.67 £26,035.86 34wks
September 4wks £3,221.64 £3,783.60 5wks

£32,575.31 £29,819.46
£35,796.95 £33,603.06

New Beginnings for New People
Recently in the Newsletter we have highlighted our
New Beginnings theme and one of the things we
want to continue working at is becoming a Church
where people can make New Beginnings with God
themselves. In connection with this I read some
things recently that seemed to give a timely
reminder to us about keeping our eyes open and
offering a good welcome to any. They all speak of
the Scottish situation.

The Newsletter of the Evangelical Alliance
recently printed some reactions of someone who
had moved to Scotland and was looking for a
Church to join. Some of them were challenging Ð
people too busy talking among themselves to speak
to the visitor, and also ÒSo far, in four churches, no
one has invited me to dinner, lunch, afternoon tea
or anything else in their home or with their friends.
And only one person has ever dropped by my house
to say hello.Ó The article concludes with these
words: ÒBeing welcoming isnÕt rocket science. It
doesnÕt take much to make a newcomer feel
comfortable, find out who they are and invite them
round for tea. WhatÕs the point of organised
evangelism of any form if we canÕt welcome strangers
into the family.Ó

I read recently in another church Newsletter
some further thoughts on this theme. The Minister
of Gilcomston South Church in Aberdeen, Rev.
Dominic Smart wrote in his September Newsletter:
ÒWe need to be more vigilant than ever. A danger
faces us on Sundays at the moment which requires
all of us to be watchful and to take responsive
initiative. There is every probability that the need to
be alert and active will increase during this month
and into October.Ó I wondered what this danger
could be facing such a prestigious Church in the
centre of Aberdeen. My curiosity increased when he
went on to say: ÒOver the past few weeks we have
had a wave of new folk arriving through our door
and returning for more of what God has blessed
them with.Ó Very encouraging, I thought Ð what
could be the danger? He continued: ÒSo whatÕs the
danger? These have been wonderfully encouraging
days, and itÕs an absolute delight to welcome these
new friends. Why do I write of danger?

Well, thereÕs the danger of assuming that
someone else will go and say ÔHelloÕ.

Then thereÕs the danger of our new friends
finding it difficult really to become part of the
fellowship Ð the big services can be impersonal, and
you cannot really get much beyond superficial
acquaintances after a service. Real friendships
develop at other times, in other places, over meals
in homes, coffees in coffee shops and so on; not at
meetings.Ó How interesting that he should make the
same point as the other article from which I quoted.
Individuals need to make contact and not leave it to
someone else. 

This morning I was chatting to a friend of
another denomination and she was speaking
enthusiastically of a weekend visit to a Church of

Scotland congregation in the West of Scotland. She
went on to say that before she went in, others
making their way in greeted her and said how nice
it was to see her. Once seated, people in the pew
behind and those beside her also greeted her
warmly. Oh yes Ð the service was helpful and
worshipful too, but she was ready to listen and felt
at home, because of the welcome from fellow
worshippers.

From my seat in the congregation of St. PaulÕs, I
see people who are really good at greeting
newcomers, and I rejoice in this. From what I have
read and heard lately, I resolve to do what I can to
befriend new folk, and not just leave it to others.

The Editor

Prayer Corner
It is so easy for us in Scotland to attend church
without criticism or opposition. However, in many
parts of the world, Christians are persecuted for
their faith. News has been received this week
which will not be given any publicity in the
general press. On Saturday, 29th October a group
of Christian school girls in Indonesia were
attacked, apparently by Islamic militants. Three
were beheaded and a fourth was seriously
wounded. They were making their way to their
Christian school through a cocoa plantation. The
Indonesian President publicly condemned the
attack, and sent two senior officials to the area.
Some Indonesian Christians are doubtful whether
this will achieve much given past experiences.
Please pray for those Christians who suffer for
their faith.


