
Dear Friends,

ÒSHOCK NEWS ABOUT THE NATIONAL
HEALTH SERVICEÓ

It was reported yesterday that everyone now
living in Britain will be dead by 2150 and the
National Health Service has no strategy to deal
with it. The government has been quietly
downplaying the matter but the DAILY NEWS
can now reveal that a confidential study has
come up with the revelation that over 60
million Brits will definitely be dead by 2150
and it has fallen to the DAILY NEWS to break
this conspiracy of silence in our exclusive story
on p5Ó 

It was a spoof story like this that caught my
eye on the News Stands in Private EyeÕs 2005
Annual.  It was humorous because it poked fun
at newspapersÕ love of revelling in bad news,
either making it or breaking it and their delight
in finding someone to blame once they have
found out the bad news. In case any of you are
wondering about the truth of this let me put
your mind at rest, yes, you will be dead in
2150!

Christmas time is a time of news but it is a
time of good news, ÒBehold I bring you good
tidings of great joyÓ the angel said but I wonder

if this Christmas you are ÒenjoyingÓ bad news?
Oh I know, bad news isnÕt meant to be enjoyed
but sometimes a palate can be develop for it
and enjoyment can come in the retelling,
especially if there is somebody to blame. We
can be like the little boy who said when he grew
up that he wanted to be a critic so he could tell
everybody they were wrong. Well Christmas is
altogether different, for the news is good that
God has sent His Son not to condemn the world
but so that through Him it might have life.

I hope you will come and enjoy some of the
Good News this Christmas at Church. Maybe
another kind of shock news report might come
if you did:-

ÒMIRACLE Ð CHURCH ROOF INTACTÓ.
It was reported today that the roof did not fall
down as ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ entered the
Church. It was long felt that after such an
absence the roof was bound to fall in and take
the life of ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ in a sudden
catastrophic collapse however it was seen as an
astounding miracle of grace that God was
prepared to give good news even to people who
hadnÕt been seen in Church for yearsÓ Ð
Hallelujah!

With every blessing for Christmas,
Leslie Steele.
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Eddie Oliver
To those who werenÕt there we gave a special presentation to Myra
Oliver on Communion Sunday Morning to take to Eddie as special
thanks for all his 29 years as organist here in St PaulÕs Church along
with a card and three sheets of signatures from all the congregation.

Later in the week a small
delegation of us visited Cauld-
shiels Ward with Myra to
make the presentation to
Eddie personally.

The presentation for those
who didnÕt see was made by a member of the congregation from a
redundant organ pipe from the Church, polished and mounted on a
wooden base in the shape of a musical note with a support design of
a cross.



Deaths
Jesus said ÒI am the Resurrection and the Life.Ó
Oct. 29th James Lawson, 11 Abbotsford Court
Oct. 30th Hugh Fraser, Kingsknowes Village,

Galashiels
Nov. 2nd Jean Macdonald, Waverley, (formerly

Duard, Tweed Road)
Nov. 11th Edward Crossett, 13 Abbotslea
Nov. 19th Albert Wilson, 11 Tweed Crescent

We extend our sincere sympathy and the assur-
ance of our prayers to the bereaved families.

Christmas 2005
Joy to the world, the Lord has come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing

Christmas Services
Sunday 18th December 11.00 a.m. Christmas Family Service

6.30 p.m. ÒPerformances of the WordÓ
(Nine advent lessons will be recited from memory and Christmas carols sung)

Christmas Eve 11.15 p.m. for 11.30 p.m. Candlelight Service

Christmas Day 10.30 a.m. Short (45 mins) Informal Family Service

January 1st 11.00 a.m. Morning Worship

No Evening Services on Christmas Day or New YearÕs Day

Blessed art thou, O Christmas Christ, That thy cradle was so low that shepherds,
Poorest and simplest of earthly folk,  Could yet kneel beside it, And look level-eyed in the face of God

EditorÕs note
This edition of the newsletter is for December and
January, so please remember to submit articles for
the February edition by Sunday, January 29th at the
latest Ð however that Newsletter may be produced.
Please look back to Peter SandisonÕs article last
month when he asked for views on the present
Newsletter and offers of help for future editions. He
asked for comments  and opinions by the end of
November Ð but to date, I have had very little
response. PLEASE get in touch and let me know
what you think Ð or if you are willing to help in any
way.

The Guild
Two of our speakers at the Guild in
November were from our own church
family Ð on November 2nd, Jim Tennant
told us how he first became involved in
the work of Tearfund, and brought us up

to date with some of the current work they are
doing. On November 16th, our Minister gave us
new insights into the Theme for this year ÒDare to
Care with Commitment, a meeting which all
present found challenging and helpful. As the News-
letter goes to press, we are looking forward to
hearing Mrs. Christine Drummond, a Borders
Social Worker, speak about the theme in relation to
her work.

On November 6th, the Guild again hosted a Soup
and Sweet Lunch, and we would like to than all
who supported us both by providing desserts and
above all by their attendance.

Our only meeting in December is our eagerly
anticipated Christmas Party on Wednesday 14th. In
January, we will be welcoming Miss Ella Dodds to
show us slides of one of her overseas holidays,
which always brings warmth and sunshine to a dull
winterÕs day. On January 25th, we have our annual
Burns Lunch at 1.00 p.m.

Sunday School Christmas Parties
will be held in the church Halls on

Saturday, 17th December

Younger children  2.00 pm Ð 4.00 p.m
Older children  6.00 p.m Ð 9.00 p.m.

Stamp Collection
Although the large pillar-box has disappeared from the porch, it has
been replaced by a smaller and much lighter one to collect any used
stamps you might have. They are sent up to Edinburgh periodically
to help in the fight against HIV aids. Please cut stamps from
envelopes or parcels leaving at least a quarter of an inch of paper
all around, as damaged stamps have no value. Thank you in
advance for your valued support.    Angela Miller



NEVER ENDING GARDENS
PROJECT Ð 26TH JANUARY 2006

Further to the article in the
November newsletter, I
would like to take this
opportunity to thank every-
one who came along and
supported the Ceilidh on
Saturday 26th November.
The music on the evening
was professionally led by

Matt Bramhall, Gordon Allan and Rob McLeod. We
were also shown some proper dancing by the Gala
Hill country dance club and also had a star turn
from Rachel Noble and Sarah Glenfield who sang
ÔYou are the ShepherdÕ along with the CD of the
African ChildrenÕs choir. This all added to a very
enjoyable night where we raised a sum of £740.50
which will help fund the group from Galashiels to
go to Africa on 26th January 2006 for the Never
Ending Gardens Project.

We will be continuing to fund raise by hosting a
Praise Evening on Saturday 10th December at St.
JohnÕs Church starting at 7.30pm. Sons of Thunder
are to be the Praise Band and there will be no
admission charge to this event. A voluntary offering
will be uplifted on the evening to help raise funds
for ÒDream for AfricaÓ, and there will be a short
presentation on this night about the Never Ending
Gardens Project. This would be a good event to
Ôinvite a friend Õ. 

If you would like to make a financial contribution
towards this project then please come and see me as
I am one of the 8 people who will travel to White
River, South Africa to participate in this project in
January 2006.

Robbie Noble

Flower Rota 2006
There are still 4 dates to be filled in next yearÕs
Flower Rota. They are 21st May, 13th August, 20th
August and 1st October. Can I urge you to consider
putting flowers into the church and taking them
either to the sick, elderly or housebound? The
flower calendar receives no funding apart from the
generosity of folks who faithfully donate flowers
regularly. Judging by the number of phone calls and
letters received, I know that both recipients and
members of the congregation appreciate church
flowers. It doesnÕt have to cost a fortune and you
donÕt have to be an expert in flower arranging. You
just need to care about fellow members. Please give
me a ring on 755316 Angela Miller

Christian Aid
I would like to thank everyone who responded to
the Pakistan Earthquake appeal. The sum of £170
was received and forwarded to Christian AidÕs Head
Office. Angela Miller 

BOYSÕ BRIGADE
During the first half of this session a few
changes have taken place within the
Company. Due to the retirement of Jim
Amos as Captain of the 4th Galashiels
Company, a few of the boys from their

Company Section have joined us. The 4th Company
is still running an Anchor Boy and Junior Section at
St. AidanÕs Church. 

We are fortunate in having the same Captain,
Officers and helpers as last year, looking after a
total of 58 boys in all three Sections. 

The enrolment service was held in our Church on
Sunday 2 October and was well attended by both
boys and their parents. 

On Remembrance Sunday, our Officers and boys
of the Company Section attended our Church for
the earlier part of the morning service before
leaving to assemble with all the other organisations
in Park Street. In previous years the Galashiels
BoysÕ Brigade Companies assembled at the
Volunteer Hall and marched direct to the War
Memorial. It was good to see the BoysÕ Brigade join
the main parade from Park Street, especially when
a Colour Party carrying the new Battalion Colours
preceded them. The Colour Party included one of
our Officers, Dr. Rodger Glenfield and Andrew
Grieve from our Company Section. Andrew recently
featured in an article in the Border Telegraph where
he was commended for his actions in tending to a
motorcyclist who was injured as a result of an
accident in Scott Crescent. As a Company we were
delighted by the recognition of such action, quite
rightly described as an inspiration to others. 

Our Annual BoysÕ Brigade Carol Service will take
place in the Church on Friday 23 December, com-
mencing at 6.30 p.m. A warm welcome is extended
to all members of the congregation and friends to
join us for the Service, followed by tea and mince
pies in the Large Hall.

On behalf of the Company, may I wish everyone
a Happy Christmas and a Good New Year.

Ian Forsyth, President

A Prayer for Christmas
O Heavenly Father, as we celebrate again
the nativity of thy Son, our Saviour, we
pray that, like the angels, we may sing his
joyful praise; like the shepherds, we may
go even unto Bethlehem and see the Child
lying in a manger; and like the wise men, we
may offer him our worship, and give him
the love and loyalty of our hearts; through
the same Jesus Christ our Lord

Frank Colquhoun

A note from the Minister
ÒAnyone who would like to consider membership in
the Church in the New Year should speak to me by
the end of this year.Ó



TreasurerÕs Report
OCTOBER 2005

Income
Offerings 5 weeks (Weekly average £727.2)............. £3,635.99
Dividends, Bank Interest, etc ................................... £82.56
Donations (General) ................................................. £632.50
Donations (Specific) ................................................. £2,327.00

£6,678.05
Expenditure
Electricity, Gas Telephone Costs & Gas Service Charge £943.32
Advertising, Printing, Stationery.............................. £438.68
Sunday School etc .................................................... £88.81
CoS Investments ....................................................... £1,700.00
Travel Costs............................................................... £269.20
Standard Monthly Expenditure................................ £4,310.80

£7,750.81

STANDARD MONTHLY EXPENDITURE OFFERINGS
Stipend £3,262.70 3rd £718.30
Mission & Service £883.10 10th £578.76
Organist £125.00 17th £456.30
Cleaners (5wks) £40.00 24th £442.72

31st £431.91
£2,627.99

Paid through Bank £1,008.00

£4,257.80 £3,635.99

OFFERINGS UPDATE

2005 2004
Jan-Sept 39wks £32,575.31 £29,819.46 39wks
October 5wks £3,635.99 £2,918.86 4wks

£36,211.30 £32,738.32

ÒPleaseÓ
This week Tearfund is launching an appeal for
southern Africa, where harvests have failed and
some 11 million people face severe food
shortages. People in Malawi, Zambia and
Zimbabwe need your prayers. 

The prevalence of Aids is contributing to the
seriousness of the situation in southern Africa.
World Aids Day is on 1 December: we pray for
Christians around the world to show love and
concern to those affected by HIV and Aids. 

There is a brief window of opportunity in
southern Africa. Seeds and tools need to be
distributed now so that farmers can plant ahead
of next yearÕs harvests, which are due in April.
Farmers must plant with the first rains Ð fields
are ready for sowing and in some areas, the rains
have already started. Some 11 million people in
Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe need food aid
for their survival.

TearfundÕs church-based partners are aware
of the need for swift action and have already
distributed some seed and fertiliser to ensure
there is a harvest next April. 

They are also sourcing food for distribution,
ensuring the most vulnerable receive food. 

Victor Mughogho is director of Eagles relief and
development programme, one of TearfundÕs
Malawian partners. He says, ÔIn Chikwawa
where we are working it has reached crisis
proportions. In some places as many as 70 per
cent of households do not have food. How they
will survive the coming months we do not know.
The churches are responding as quickly as we
can.Õ

Erratic rains caused harvests to fail across
much of the region, leading to food shortages and
soaring maize prices. Previous food shortages,
chronic poverty and the prevalence of Aids have
eroded the capacity of communities to cope.
People have resorted to eating wild berries and
fruit; those with livestock and other assets have
sold them already. 

ZimbabweÕs food shortages have been exacer-
bated by severe mismanagement by the govern-
ment. The country has long been crippled by
rising inflation, massive unemployment, a fuel
shortage and lack of working farms. There are
also more than a million orphans needing care in
Zimbabwe. 

Please pray that Tearfund partners will reach
those most in need with food aid before it is too
late. Pray for good rainfall in the coming months
and pray too for an abundant harvest in April. 

For more information on TearfundÕs response,
to make a donation either speak to Jim Tennant,
or visit www .tearfund.org/appeal , where you can
also download a prayer PowerPoint. 

A Prayer for the New Year
O Eternal Lord Christ, who art the
First and the Last, and the Living One,
and who in thy mercy has brought us
safely to the beginning of another year:
accept our thanksgiving for the
blessings of the past, renew our
strength and courage in the present,
and direct all our way in the future; for
thy honour and glory, who is the same
yesterday, today and for ever.

•Thank YouŽ
To all those who gave so generously to this yearÕs
Blythswood shoebox appeal Ð we sent 18 full boxes
from the Church, but a few others were delivered to
the lorry by some members in person Ð so thanks
again for supporting this effort so selflessly. Thank
you as well to all those who helped to fill the ÒAqua
BoxesÓ which were in the Church. For all we know,
these boxes might well have been sent to Pakistan to
help with relief after the recent earthquake there, as
these boxes are prepared for use in just such an
emergency.

For sale
For the benefit of any of the less fit
golfers a battery operated Hill Billy
trolley in good condition is offered for
sale with charger and battery for the
unrepeatable price of £50.00. If youÕre

interested please contact Hugh Bain on 756615.


