
Dear Friends,
Last month I wrote tongue in cheek about the roof
not falling down if some who had never been in
Church paid a visit again at Christmas. However
this month I want to write a little more seriously
about coming to Church because lack of joining in
worship IS a serious matter. Why is that?
¥ It is serious because it is the breaking of a vow
taken in Ôjoining the ChurchÕ.  Everyone who has
their name on a Church roll at some time made a
public profession of faith in God and commitment
to Jesus Christ and promised to be faithful in
Church attendance therefore long absence from
regular worship constitutes an abandonment of the
vow taken. A minister friend of mine was wont to
say to prospective new members, ÒIf at some time in
the future you ask me for a reference to an
employer, would you be happy for me to write Ôthis
person makes promises and doesnÕt keep themÕ?
ÒThe point was taken. Those who are Church
members and donÕt attend to their worship are
promise breakers.
¥ It is serious because it also has an effect upon
their family and on any friends for the impression
given out by such people is that vows to God are
unimportant. The witness they give to their faith is
that itÕs not particularly important and that nobody
need pay much more attention it. I think we have
seen the results of that in our country in that the
nation has taken that message to heart Ð ÒThe
Christian faith isnÕt of much importance or interest
to Church people therefore why should WE pay any
attention to it?Ó
¥ The third point is that it is injurious to the person
concerned. When a person abandons regular

worship and fellowship it affects them just as a son
or daughter is affected when they retire from the
family table or living room to live up in their own
room all the time with meals and whatever comes to
please their varied personal interests. They become
cut off from their Christian family and most
importantly of all from the head of the house who is
Christ!  No doubt about it the individual Christian is
as healthy as the lone adolescent cut off from the
family rooms of the house.
¥ The final point is that it is insulting to God. It is
an act of spurning, of rejection, of carelessness. A
young boy once confessed all manner of abominable
sins to a priest in a Cathedral just for fun to see if he
could be forgiven.ÒOf courseÓ said the priest and
told him to run out of the Cathedral and look up at
the statue of Christ on the cross and shout three
times in a loud voice, ÒI couldnÕt care lessÓ. It was
the start of the conversion of the young boy who
eventually became Archibishop of Milan. Failure to
seek God out in worship is the declaration ÒI
couldnÕt care lessÓ

Now all these things, lack of personal integrity,
poor witness to the faith, personal injury to the soul
and clear insult to God are all serious. I hope you
will be serious about them. Rory Bremner in his
great impersonations of characters and celebrities
often hangs little catch-phrases on them such as
Barry NormanÕs ÒÉand why not?Ó, Des LynamÕs ÒÉ.
AaaahÓ, or Peter SnowÕs ÒÉjust a bit of fun, just a bit
of fun!Ó Well this matter is not Òjust a bit of funÓ, it is
in fact of eternal significance and I hope you will
treat it that way.

Yours Sincerely,
Leslie Steele.
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Quiz Night
This year•s quiz, now with all-singing,
all-dancing •PowerPointŽ will be held
on Satuday 18th March at 7.30pm,
as in previous years there will be
categories for •adultŽ as well as

•familyŽ teams.
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The Focus
Scripture Union Group

has changed its time of meeting and the
venue. It now meets in St. PaulÕs Church
Hall from 6.30 p.m. to 8.00p.m. every
Wednesday evening. Anyone from P7ÐS3
would be most welcome to come along
and join in the activities



Baptism
Dec. 18th Ellie Jane Johnston, 16 Rosebank Place

Deaths
Jesus said ÒI am the Resurrection and the Life.Ó
Oct. 29th James Lawson, 11 Abbotsford Court
Nov. 30th William Lawson, 14 St Andrews Street
Dec. 2nd Agnes Rattray, 120 Croft Street
Dec. 11th Evelyn Carruthers, Church Bank, Elm

Row
We extend our sincere sympathy and the assurance of
our prayers to the bereaved families.

BOYSÕ BRIGADE
The last meeting of 2005 was our Annual
Carol Service on Friday 23 December,
which was well attended by the boys, their
parents, friends and members of the
congregation. Our Chaplain, the Rev.

Leslie Steele, with prayers and readings by the
officers and boys, conducted the service. We were
grateful for the Musicmakers support in all the
carols sung and for the singing of ÒSoftly, a
shepherd is singingÓ and ÒSing heaven, shout for
joyÓ. Thanks also to our Organist, Rona Young. The
collection uplifted at the end of the service
amounted to £128.50. As a result the Company will
be sending £130 to The BoysÕ Brigade World
Mission Fund (Church of Scotland) for this yearÕs
appeal which is the support of mobile skills training
in Bangladesh. Thanks to all who supported this
collection. As the Scottish Borders Battalion repre-
sentative for the World Mission Fund, I attended a
World Mission Evening at Bearsden North Parish
Church in November last year, when a cheque for
£10,000 was presented to the Moderator, The Rt
Rev David W Lacey, for use in last yearÕs appeal
which was the supply of bibles to young people in
Nigeria. The BoysÕ Brigade World Mission Fund
(Church of Scotland) is annually supported by
various BoysÕ Brigade Companies throughout
Scotland. Boys from each section of a company are
encouraged to collect money from family and
friends with trophies being presented to the sections
collecting the most money. 1st Buckie won the
Junior Section Mission Trophy last year having
collected a total of £1330.

Since the start of the meetings in January, the
boys have been working hard on their badgework.
Boys from the Junior Section and all the Anchor
boys have been doing drawings for the Battalion
painting/drawing competition whilst all the
Company Section have been preparing for the
Battalion Scripture Knowledge Quiz. 

Our Annual Display/ParentÕs Night will take
place in the Large Hall of the Church at 7 p.m. on
Friday 31 March 2006, when our Inspecting Officer
will be Richard Noble, an ex-member of the 1st
Galashiels Company, who will be known by the
majority of our congregation. A warm welcome is
extended to all members of the Congregation to
attend this evening.                Ian Forsyth, President

SCRIPTURE UNION UPDATE
As you may have seen in the intimations, Scripture
Union held an afternoon/evening of prayer on 17
January. Thanks to everyone who supported this
very important event. It was encouraging to have
people from all corners of the Borders coming to
join in the various sessions. Andy Bathgate (Scottish
Director) , Elaine Duncan (Assistant Director) and
Jackie Ringan (East Team Leader/Regional Worker)
also came down for the afternoon and evening
Apart from praying for children and young people,
leaders, teachers, schools, churches etc the focus
was prayer and also on our vacancy for a full time
Scripture Union Worker to work within the
Borders.

This vacancy has been ongoing for almost three
years and although God has His timing the
Borders Action Group Ð who are made up of
representatives from all over the Borders Ð have
gone through spells when we wonder if we are in
the difficult position of being outside the central
belt of Scotland. After a lot of prayer we now know
that the right person for us is out there and it is not
a case of ÔifÕ it is a case of ÔwhenÕ.

In the mean time we are concentrating on the job
of keeping of keeping existing groups going and
encouraging people to start new ones. This may be
senior pupils or teachers in Secondary schools or
parents or teachers in primary or secondary. There
will also be a Borders weekend camp in May for P5-
P7 children.

Finance is always an issue but with many people
giving small monthly donations or even one-off
donations we can fund this important job and give
school outreach the back-up it needs and deserves.

If you would like more information about this
please talk to Ishbel Adamson or phone 756032 or
email ishbel.adamson@zoom.co.uk 

Tearcraft
Thank you to all of those who supported the work of
Tearcraft in the lead up to Christmas, this yearÕs sales
total is the biggest ever, a magnificent £1227.85 including
donations, and we still have the Òbargain boxÓ sales to
come! Thank you so much for giving that amount of help
to people who would otherwise have nothing.

QUIET TIME
What wings are to a bird, and sails to a ship, so is
prayer to the soul.

We mutter, we sputter-
We fume and we spurt,
We mumble and grumble-
Our feelings get hurt,
We canÕt understand things-
Our vision gets dim,
When all that we need-
Is a moment with HIM.

Men ought always to pray, and not to faint.
Luke 18:1

Thank you, Lord that we may, that we MUST, pray.
Taken from Simple Reflections on Each New Day by Corrie Ten Boom



The Guild
Members enjoyed two meetings in
January. On January 11th, Miss Ella
Dodds took us on a visit to the Holy
Land Ð through the medium of the
excellent slides she had taken when she

visited some years ago. We all much appreciated the
beautiful pictures and the informative commentary
and background music which she had so skilfully
recorded to accompany the slides. On January 25th,
members came along to enjoy a Burns Lunch at the
earlier time of 1.00p.m. with the traditional fare of
haggis, tatties and neaps! This year, we were
privileged to be entertained by our own folk. Our
organist Rona Young played the piano for us and
sang beautifully two songs Jim Tennant also sang
two songs for us and three Guild members recited
Burns poems.We all joined in two or three items of
community singing. All agreed it was a very happy
and enjoyable afternoon.

By the time this Newsletter reaches you, we will
have had the pleasure of welcoming John Breeding
to speak to us on 1st February in our ÒGetting to
Know YouÓ series, when we invite a member of the
congregation to speak about their background and
interests Ð so that we can get to know them better.
On 15th February, we are looking forward to a Bible
study afternoon, and on 1st March we welcome a
speaker from LÕArche in Inverness, one of the
Projects which the Guild is supporting this year.

An important date this month is Sunday, 26th
February, when we have another Soup and Sweet
Lunch after Morning Service in the church Hall.
Please do come and support us on that day. 

News of the wider Church Family
Anne Bainhas just completed her first year as the
Youth Worker for Keith North Church and is still
happily enjoying her work. She organises various
Youth clubs, including an after-school club at
Rothiemay; helps with the Sunday School and
occasional school assemblies and headed a successful
Holiday club in the summer. I know that she would
appreciate your thoughts and prayers for the coming
year.

Catherine Bainbegan her teaching career in August
teaching History at Charlston Academy in Inverness.
All her assessments have gone well and she is fitting
in well with her colleagues in the Department. She is
helping with the Scripture Union group in the school
and has put down roots in the Barn Church of Scotland
in Culloden. She has also met a former member of the
congregation Ð Aleigh McLeod Ð who now lives in
Nairn.

Catherine also value your prayers for the year
ahead Ð especially regarding her future job which at
present is unclear.

Moira Frew, who left St. PaulÕs in the summer of
2004, is continuing her work  with young people in
Bolton, in Lancashire. She still works very hard, but
has now finished the two courses she was doing to
help in training for the job. She does not sit at home
twiddling her thumbs on the night those classes were
held, but finds there are not enough evenings avail-
able for all there is to be done.The good news is that
the Breakfast Club she was starting when we last
heard from her has gone from strength to strength and
caters for the needs of upwards of 30 Primary School
children every day.

Congratulations to Jamie Adamsonwho will be
presented with his B.A. Sports Studies degree on
Graduation Day, 24th March.

Natasha Moiris well into the second term of her
medical studies at Aberdeen University.

Please remember members of the U.G.C. in the
coming weeks with exams looming. Many are facing
prelims now and exams in May for Standard Grade,
Highers and Advanced Highers. It is a stressful time for
these young people.

VISIT OF REV. BRUCE RITCHIE
RECENTLY RETURNED FROM ZOMBA THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE, PRESBYTERY OF ZOMBA, MALAWI

As you know, Rev. Bruce Ritchie has been our Mission Partner for a number of years. He has just returned
from Zomba Theological college where he has been on the teaching staff. We look forward to seeing him
again when he is in Galashiels during the weekend of February 10th-12th. He will be preaching in St. PaulÕs
on Sunday, 12th February at the 11.00 a.m. Morning Service.
A special meeting has been arranged for the evening of Saturday, February 11th at 7.30 p.m. in St. PaulÕs
Church Hall, Scott Crescent, Galashiels. The purpose of the meeting is  to enable members of all the churches
in the Eastern part of the borders to hear Mr. Ritchie speak about the Church in Malawi, and, more specifically,
the Presbytery of Zomba, which is shortly to be linked with our Presbytery of Melrose and Peebles.
It would be wonderful if every church member could attend this meeting, and catch the vision of such a
linkage. This is a whole new epoch in the exciting development of World Mission in the 21st Century.
This is a unique opportunity to gain first hand knowledge of our partner Church of the future, and to be
encouraged by the mutual benefits and opportunities arising out of such a link.

An invitation to meet Bruce Ritchie
recently returned from Malawi

Rev. Bruce Ritchie will address a meeting at
St. PaulÕs Church Hall, Scott Crescent, Galashiels at

7.30 p.m. on Saturday 11th February 2006

Light Refreshments will be served 



TreasurerÕs Report
NOVEMBER 2005

Income
Offerings 4 weeks (Weekly average £823.55)........... £3,294.20
Dividends, Bank Interest, etc ................................... £301.14
Donations (General) ................................................. £1,951.58
Donations (Specific) ................................................. £2,262.86

£7,809.78
Expenditure
Electricity, Gas & Church Telephone ............................ £291.72
Fabric & Insurance for Church & Manse ................ £4,625.90
Advertising, Printing, Stationery.............................. £235.47
Sunday School Materials.......................................... £468.02
CoS Investments ....................................................... £430.00
Church Projector ...................................................... £1,198.50
E. Oliver Ð presentation............................................ £500.00
Standard Monthly Expenditure................................ £4,302.80

£12,052.41

STANDARD MONTHLY EXPENDITURE OFFERINGS
Stipend £3,262.70 7th £521.33
Mission & Renewal £883.10 14th £543.82
Organist £125.00 21st £845.31
Cleaners (4wks) £32.00 28th £375.74

£2,286.20
Paid through Bank £1,008.00

£4,302.80 £3,294.20

DECEMBER 2005
Income
Offerings 4 weeks (Weekly average £784.63)........... £3138.53
Retiring Offering Ð Mburu....................................... £124.78
Dividends, Bank Interest, etc ................................... £4,667.14
Donations.................................................................. £4,333.00
Transfer from Organ Fund ....................................... £50.35

£12,313.80
Expenditure
Electricity, Gas & Church Telephone ............................ £278.88
MinisterÕs Travel ....................................................... £362.40
Advertising, Printing, Stationery.............................. £183.01
Sunday School Materials.......................................... £77.18
Fabric & Media Sound System................................. £4,296.59
Annual Dividends...................................................... £8.75
Standard Monthly Expenditure................................ £157.00

£5,363,81

STANDARD MONTHLY EXPENDITURE OFFERINGS
Organist £125.00 5th £572.84
Cleaners (4wks) £32.00 12th £545.47

19th £715.42
28th £296.80

£2,130.53
Paid through Bank £1,008.00

£157.00 £3,138.53

OFFERINGS UPDATE

2005 2004
Jan-Oct 44wks £36,211.30 £32,738.32 43wks
November 4wks £3,294.20 £2,273.78 4wks

48wks £39,505.50 £35,012.10 47wks

OFFERINGS UPDATE

2005 2004
Jan-Nov 48wks £39,505.50 £35,012.10 48wks
December 4wks £3,138.53 £5,167.31 4wks

52wks £42,644.03 £40,179.41 52wks

Golf Dinner and Prize Giving
A good number turned for what was a very
enjoyable evening at the Kingsknowes Hotel in
late November. Everyone who had taken part in
the golf matches over the course of the summer
and autumn (whether a bounce ÒfriendlyÓ or
competitive) received a prize of some kind, a
prize that reflected their contribution to the
wonderful spirit in which all matches were
played.

It has to be said that an explanation is required
for the last recorded prize listed below under the
heading ÒFisherman of the YearÓ; it is sufficient
to know that Peter didnÕt actually catch any fish,
itÕs just that on the day of his competitive round
of golf, he might as well have been!

This prize was received in the same good spirit
as all the other personalised items which had
been acquired at small expense but great
imagination (in some cases), speaking of small
expense Ð for those who didnÕt actually make it to
the dinner Ð the nominal cost of £3.00 per head is
due to cover the cost of the prizes, obviously this
will be reduced next year when we present the
perpetual prizes to next yearÕs winners!

But letÕs not get too far ahead of ourselves, and
offer our warmest congratulations to this yearÕs
winners, once again.
St PaulÕs Open Golf 2005 Prizewinners:
St PaulÕs Open Champion Ð Derek Turnbull
Handicap Trophy winner Ð Richard Noble
Best Putter Ð Bert Hegarty
ÒDrama CupÓ(5 shots in one bunker!) winner Ð
Bert Hegarty
St Boswells Medal winner Ð Jimmy Mackay
ÒFisherman of the YearÓ Ð Peter Sandison

If you would like to take part in this yearÕs golf
events, and you havenÕt been involved before,
please contact Jim Tennant (Tel 751003).

Great North Run
Thank you for helping to make such a great
success of our Great North Run initiative in
2005. The total raised in sponsorship amounted
to over £12,750 (the ÔTearfund teamÕ contributed
a magnificent £3,081 Ð £422 of which was
donated by YOU my friends). Taking Gift Aid into
account, this translates into over £14,000. It is
fantastic for me to find myself involved in raising
such sums for AIDS sufferers and their orphans,
and for Jubilee Debt Campaign. I really cannot
find words to express my gratitude to you for
making this possible Ð as my knee is not
recovering at all well, following my injury in
training for the GNR, I am thinking about a
different kind of event for 2006 Ð if you have any
suggestions (printable ones!) please donÕt hesitate
to get in touch! 

Jim T  

Fairtrade Fortnight
Fairtrade Fortnight runs from 6-19 March, and as a
Fairtrade Church we have a particular responsibility to
tell others. If you would like to play a part in this year•s
events, get in touch with Jim Tennant (Tel: 751003).


