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Dear Friends, 
 

There was a song written by Michael Stipe of REM 

over 20 years ago called “It’s the end of the world as 

we know it (And I feel fine)”. Well do you?  What is 

the end of the world all about anyway, and is it im-

portant?   Recently on Sunday mornings in Church 

we have been looking at the subject of heaven be-

cause it is not much looked at in Churches today, 

even though many people have ideas about it, which - 

wherever they come from - certainly don’t come from 

the Bible.  What about hell, though?  Is it possible for 

a minister to speak about hell and not be thought of as 

a nutcase or a rather scary bogeyman who should be 

kept well away from the children? 

 Certainly, even though jokes may be made 

about it, Hell is not good news, but it should be possi-

ble to speak about it.  Scientists today tell us all man-

ner of facts about the future which are not pleasant, 

and they are not harangued.  The front cover of a re-

cent issue of the New Scientist had a headline “The 

Collapse of Civilisation – it’s more precarious than 

we realised” in which it looked at the situation of our 

modern global technological society and how a few 

simple things happening can bring it all down like a 

pile of bricks.  How would you manage without elec-

tricity in your house for a week?  Are you aware that 

cities typically have only three days worth of food?  

How would you manage without water out of the tap?  

In an advanced technically-based society we are all so 

dependent on one another that if one or two cogs are 

knocked away the whole edifice can come down very 

quickly.  We already know that pumping oil through 

pipelines requires electricity and a mere strike by 

1500 people can lose the nation £50 million in a day, 

but what if a flu pandemic strikes …. and we are told 

that is not an “if” but a “when”?  The best way to 

avoid a virus is to stay at home, but if that happens 

the major companies that provide the critical infra-

structure of our society - transport, energy, telecoms – 

cannot continue: indeed the old saying about civilisa 

 
 

tions being only three or four meals away from anar-

chy is taken seriously by security agencies in govern-

ments. 

 But why worry about that?  Scientists tell us 

that the globe is teetering on the brink of non-

sustainability anyway.  We are eating up the planet 

(and heating it up too) so maybe a flu pandemic to 

wipe out millions will be the only way to save the 

planet, and so we had better learn how to skin a rabbit 

and cook it over the fire we have already started in 

our garden (after finding enough wood).  Oh how 

depressing!  But why fret, for scientists tell us that the 

sun is dying as it burns itself up, so we may as well 

get a tan while it lasts, for the universe will eventu-

ally enter a heat death - but we will all be dead by 

then. 

 Yes, that’s possibly the only reason people are 

prepared to take the scientists’ predictions without 

screaming about being scary and unloving.  As long 

as we feel fine, what does it matter that the end of the 

world is round the corner: hopefully we’ll be dead 

and gone by then.  However, the thing about Hell is 

that if what the Bible says is true, I can’t get out the 

road of it so easily.  It is bad news not just for the 

world but for me.  Jesus said “Don’t be afraid of him 

who can kill the body and after that has no power 

over you, but fear Him who after destroying the body 

has power to cast the soul into Hell.  Yes I tell you, 

fear Him”.   

 If it’s the end of the world as I know it, will I 

feel fine when I face the author and giver of my life?  

As they say at the end of Crimewatch – don’t have 

sleepless nights …. but perhaps ignoring this is the 

last thing you should do, or rather, perhaps it is NOT 

the last thing you should do.  

 

In the Name of the Way, the Truth and the Life, 

 

Leslie Steele 



                                Deaths 
 

3rd April: Mrs. Mary (Roma) Lawrie, Waverley Home, Galashiels 

6th April: Mrs. Grace Patterson,  63 Gala Park, Galashiels 
 

 

We extend our sincere sympathy and prayers to the bereaved families. 

A Sound Investment 
 

If you have been in Church over the past month you should have noticed a big difference in the quality of the 

sound, as we have just invested in a state-of-the-art system to take us well into the 21st century!  This latest phase 

takes us a big step along the road of an integrated multi-media system operated from the new Control Desk at the 

back of the Church, pictured below. 

The project, which was overseen by one 

of our Elders, Robbie Noble, was based 

on a report by John McDonald, Electro-

Acoustic Consultant to the General Trus-

tees of the Church of Scotland, who 

measured the acoustic profile of the 

Church.  His recommendations for the 

purchase and siting of the equipment 

were based on this profile, and he recom-

mended contractors to include in our 

short list for carrying out the work.  After 

a tendering process, Audio Light Systems 

Ltd. were appointed to undertake the 

work, which they did very quickly and 

efficiently.  The project also required 

some electrical work. 

 The new system gives us the abil-

ity to connect and control from a central 

position, with good audibility and visibil-

ity, a wide variety of inputs, including - as can be seen in the picture - DVD and CD players, our Church laptop, 

and the induction loop system. 

 Another feature of the system is that it can provide digital recordings, which allows Robbie to upload the 

sermon each week to the Church website as an MP3 file.  If you would like to know more about this, or be shown 

how you can listen to the sermons online at www.oldparishandstpauls.org.uk/sermons.htm, please speak to one of 

the team at the Control Desk, or send an email to Robbie@oldparishandstpauls.org.uk. 

 The new “Mixing Desk” controls the audio side of the system, and a new A/V control unit allows us to op-

erate the projector and other equipment at the front of the Church.  The  picture below shows the new “Stage 

Box” (to the left of the feet of the A/V trolley) which connects to the Control Desk at the back of the Church. 

Mixing Desk 

Digital Equaliser 

Amplifiers 

Loop System Amplifier 

DVD Player 

CD Player 

Laptop 

A/V Con-
trol Unit 

Radio Mi-
crophone 
Receivers 

 The system is capable of acoustically covering the whole Church, 

including the area at the front around the Communion Table, which is 

served by two new speakers on the floor at either side of the A/V trol-

ley.  As with anything new, there is a period of settling in and experi-

mentation: if you have any comments or queries about the system 

please don’t hesitate to speak to Robbie Noble, Bob McKendrick, our 

resident sound expert, who has helped set things up, or Andrew Grieve, 

our sound operator. 

 The project would not have been possible without the help and 

financial assistance of many individuals, with the bulk of the funding 

coming from the some of the surplus from the sale of the Manse. 

 We are also very grateful to Gordon Smith, who constructed the 

very substantial Control Desk at the back of the Church over a remarka-

bly short period. 

 We hope you enjoy the benefits of the new system, and we look 

forward to being able to show you everything it can do, from providing 

a rich sound from musical instruments to providing a satisfying experi-

ence on film nights and similar multi-media events. 



       
     DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

In 2005 Old Parish and St. Paul’s successfully hosted 

a concert by the African Children’s Choir. We have 

again been privileged to be asked to provide facilities 

for their visit to Galashiels on Sunday May 25th, when 

there will be a concert in the Church at 6.30 p.m.  We 

trust that the Church will again be full to capacity on 

this occasion.  Please note the date and publicise it as 

widely as possible! 

 The African Children’s Choir is composed of 

African children aged 7 – 11 years old.  Many have 

lost one or both parents through the devastation of 

war, famine and disease.  They represent all the chil-

dren of a continent, and they demonstrate the potential 

of African children to become strong leaders for a bet-

ter future in their land. 
 

What is their concert like? 
The children melt the hearts of their audiences with 

their charming smiles and delightful African tunes, 

accompanied by ethnic instrumentation.  The pro-

gramme features well loved children’s songs, hand 

clapping, traditional spirituals and contemporary 

tunes. In spite of the tragedy that has marred their 

young lives, the children are radiant with hope, musi-

cally gifted and wonderfully entertaining. 
 

Where have they performed? 
Over the past 20  years, the children have appeared in 

thousands of concerts around the world, including 

concerts at the Pentagon and the United Nations.  

They have been featured on popular television and 

radio broadcasts such as “Live8”, “GMTV” and “Blue 

Peter”. The Choir has had the privilege of performing 

at the Royal Albert Hall, London, as part of the BBC 

Proms series. 
 

 

What is the purpose of the tour? 
The primary goal of the Choir is to raise awareness of 

the need of destitute and orphaned children in Africa, 

and to raise funds for continued development and sup-

port of the African Children’s Choir Programmes.  

The Choir’s international education endeavour pro-

vides unique training for the children. 
 

A unique opportunity to participate in a Workshop 

with Steve King, Musician in Residence at Heriot-

Watt University.  The Workshop will take place at the 

Netherdale Campus, and sandwiches will be provided. 

 See poster in Church for further details! 
 

 

The Choirs of Heriot-Watt University 

will be performing a concert of Euro-

pean Sacred and Secular Music at 7 

p.m. in Old Parish & St. Paul’s 

Church. 

 The programme will include 

pieces by Tallis, Bruckner, Pal-

estrina, Byrd and Rachmaninov. 

 There will be retiral donations 

at the end of the concert. 

 
♦ Picnic 
♦ Games 
♦ Adventures in  
     the Woods 
♦ Attractions of 
     Abbotsford 
 

 
 

Come and join the fun!  All ages welcome! 
 

Cars can park beside the bottom lawn by driving past 

Abbotsford House to the disabled entrance. Follow 

this road past the disabled car park for the house and 

continue down to the bottom lawn area car park.  

 On the day we will have access to the toilets, tea 

room and gift shop at no extra cost. People may pay to 

go and see round the house if they wish.  

 Cars can be driven back up from the lawn area 

and parked at the house car park if people are unable 

to walk up the hill.   

 We have very generously not been charged by 

Abbotsford for the use of their grounds but they have 

asked instead for donations. These will be collected by 

Anne Noble on the day or before if you prefer. 

 Hopefully the sun will shine but if it is wet you 

may bring a gazebo to pitch if you have one... and 

share with those who don’t!  

We hope this location will encourage many to come 

along and enjoy a sociable afternoon together.  

Saturday 7th June : 12.00 - 3 p.m. 
Church Picnic @ Abbotsford House 

Bottom Lawn 

Sunday 25th May @ 6.30 p.m. 
African Children’s Choir 

Sunday 1st June @ 7.00 p.m. 
Chorale Excelsior 

Thursday 29th May : 12.15 - 2.10 p.m. 
Sing with the King! 



 

TREASURER’S REPORT - MARCH 2008 
 

The figures for January to March are summarised below: 

 

It is encouraging that we have a surplus at the end of March, but without the extraordinary income 

of £6500 - made up of  £5000 legacy, £1000 grant from the Renfield Trust and £500 grant from the 

Common Good Fund (both grants for the new boilers) - we would have had a shortfall of £766.  

However, the first quarter is often the leanest, so we may show more of an improvement later in the 

year. 

 Targeted Budget Income Actual Income Outcome 

January 
to March 

£15,943  £21,677  £5734  ‘surplus’ 

Annual Meeting of the Congregational Board 
 

The meeting took place on 25th March when 

Rev. Leslie Steele welcomed 31 members of the 

Congregation, giving them the opportunity to 

find out what, why and when things are happen-

ing in our Church.  

 Following a Finance & Property presenta-

tion, David Leckey and Ian Forsyth were 

thanked for their years of diligent service as they 

stood down from the roles of Treasurer and 

Property Convenor respectively: our gratitude 

and best wishes go to them both. 

 New members joining the Board are Max 

Aplin, Ian Corcoran and Rona Young - a big 

welcome to them as we look forward to the year 

ahead and God’s plan for us in our work at St Paul’s. 

 Our guest speaker for the evening was Rev. Ken Brown from Chirnside Evangelical Church, 

who spoke about his work with Bright New Futures, an organisation which aims to improve and co-

ordinate services, making them more accessible to children and young people in the Borders. This 

was followed by refreshments and a time of fellowship together. 

Wycliffe Bible Translators – Project Opportunity 
 

Talysh people: Azerbaijan 
 

According to The Joshua Project*, most of the Talysh have not had 

an opportunity to hear a clear presentation of the Gospel. At the 

present time, there are no Christian broadcasts, Bibles, or literature 

available to them, and none of the five groupings of them are being 

targeted by missions agencies. Willing labourers and evangelistic 

tools are needed to effectively reach them with the Gospel. Most 

importantly, they need people who will begin to faithfully intercede 

for them. Would you consider 'adopting' this group in prayer? You 

can learn a lot more about them at http://www.joshuaproject.net. 
 

*The mission of Joshua Project is to help bring definition to the unfinished task of the Great Commission by 

identifying and highlighting the people groups of the world that have the least exposure to the Gospel and the 

least Christian presence in their midst. 


