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LETTER FROM LESLIE

Dear Friends,

In his new BBC2 programme, “The American
Future: a History”, Simon Schama quoted President
Jimmy Carter in his second Presidential Nomination
Speech in 1980 — the election that he lost — “If we suc-
cumb to a dream world then we'll wake up to a night-
mare”. The decade that followed that speech seemed
to ignore its prophetic truth.

I wonder if the dream world of the 1980s, the
era of the fast and furious, the go-getters, the Gordon
Gekkos of this world beautifully portrayed by Michael
Douglas in the 1987 film “Wall Street”, has now
shown us the nightmare side of living for an earthly
dream based on unrestrained growth. The character of
Gekko was loosely based on the life of Ivan Boesky
who gave a speech on greed at the University of Cali-
fornia in 1986 where he said, “Greed is all right, by the
way... I think greed is healthy.
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Every dream has a price,
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You can be greedy and still feel good about
yourself”.

If the recent financial meltdown of this year
has shown us anything, it is that greed, if it is given a
blindfold, easily outstrips any ability to pay for its de-
mands. Perhaps the older among readers will remem-
ber the early credit card slogan, “Take the waiting out
of wanting” — in other words, anything you want, you
can have it: the price is shrouded in the mists of the
future. Well the future has come out of the mists and it
has appeared as a grim creditor demanding payment
and refusing to go away, and even the present packages
that governments around the world have been imple-
menting don’t disguise the fact that this creditor has to
be paid.

It is, of course, a spiritual crisis, for Jesus said
that “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceeds from the mouth of God”. The pre-
sent climate in our country has been that living for this
life and its benefits is indeed not only possible, but also
desirable, and that it can be done without guilt, or as
Boesky said, “You can be greedy and still feel good
about yourself’. We can only pray that the shock of
reality may give a clearing of the ears for that Word
which “whispers in our pleasures, speaks in our con-
science, but shouts in our pains”. That is not to be un-
feeling about the real pains and struggles that many
people will feel, but to highlight the fact that real peace
and joy comes through a knowledge of God and trust in
Him — as the Bible says, “There is great gain in Godli-
ness with contentment”, and contentment only comes
about with Godliness. Now what about making an
ambition to chase?

With Every Blessing in Christ,

Leslie Steele.




Deaths
3rd October: William Jenman, 3 Blakehope Court, Tweedbank.

We extend our sincere sympathy and prayers to the bereaved family.

Scripture Union Borders Fund Raising Appeal

At the October meeting of the Kirk Session, Elders agreed to support Scripture Union in the Borders by giving a do-
nation of £500 towards the work. The Kirk Session would like to encourage members of the congregation to match
this donation with their usual generosity, up to a total of £1000. For this purpose, a retiring offering for this vital local
youth ministry will be taken on Communion Sunday, 23 November.

To give a little more insight into this appeal, here are a few words from Ishbel Adamson.

—
crniptur
Scripture Union Borders union

As you may know there are several of us in the congregation involved in leading Scripture Union groups, both
school-based and also the Wednesday evening Focus SU Group that meets in our own Church hall.

One of our best resources over the past two years has been Esther Bailey, our Regional Worker, who supports
groups throughout the Scottish Borders (except the area covered by the Berwickshire Youth Trust). Esther not only
supports the volunteers in groups but goes into schools (both primary and secondary), organises Christian focus
teams who go into secondary schools and do a week in all areas of the curriculum, leads weekend camps for primary
and secondary ages, and gives talks to various church-based groups on her ministry. Esther is also involved in writ-
ing and editing resources for people teaching RE in schools.

Esther trained as a primary teacher and taught both in Zimbabwe and England before taking up a post with
Scripture Union England during the nineties. She moved with her husband and two daughters to Whithaugh Park in
2004, where her husband, John, felt his calling was to enable children and young people to attend residential events
and hear about God.

I know I speak for all volunteers in saying that we pray that Esther's post will continue in the Borders. In order
to do this we need to fund her post, and although we have made a start, there is no guarantee that it will continue for
longer than maybe two years, due to a shortfall in funds needed for her salary. As youth and children's workers who
have no other full time youth workers supporting what we do on a voluntary basis, we would warmly appreciate any
donations made at the Retiring Offering after Communion on 23rd November. We will also have Standing Order

forms available for anyone who feels they would like to make regular donations.
If you have any questions regarding Scripture Union then please talk to Ishbel Adamson, Gail Fox or Gordon

Smith, all of whom are on the Borders Committee.

Daddy’s Empty Chair

A man’s daughter had asked the local minister to come
and pray with her father. When the minister arrived, he
found the man lying in bed with his head propped up on
two pillows. An empty chair sat beside his bed. The min-
ister assumed that the old fellow had been informed of his
visit. ‘I guess you were expecting me’, he said. ‘No, who
are you?’, said the father. The minister told him his name
and then remarked, ‘I saw the empty chair and I figured
you knew I was going to show up.’ ‘Oh yeah, the chair,’
said the bedridden man. ‘Would you mind closing the
door?’ Puzzled, the minister shut the door. ‘I have never
told anyone this, not even my daughter,’said the man.
‘But all of my life I have never known how to pray. At
church I used to hear the pastor talk about prayer, but it
went right over my head.’

‘I abandoned any attempt at prayer,” the old man
continued, ‘until one day four years ago, my best friend
said to me, “Johnny, prayer is just a simple matter of hav-
ing a conversation with Jesus. Here is what I suggest. Sit
down in a chair; place an empty chair in front of you, and
in faith see Jesus on the chair. It's not spooky because he

promised, . Then just speak to
him in the same way you're doing with me right now.”
‘So, I tried it and I've liked it so much that I do it a couple
of hours every day. I'm careful though. If my daughter
saw me talking to an empty chair, she'd either have a
nervous breakdown or send me off to the funny farm.’
The minister was deeply moved by the story and encour-
aged the old man to continue on the journey. Then he
prayed with him, anointed him with oil, and returned to
the church.

Two nights later the daughter called to tell the minister
that her daddy had died that afternoon. ‘Did he die in
peace?’ he asked. ‘Yes, when I left the house about two
o'clock, he called me over to his bedside, told me he loved
me and kissed me on the cheek. When I got back from the
shops an hour later, I found him. But there was something
strange about his death. Apparently, just before Daddy
died, he leaned over and rested his head on the chair be-
side the bed. What do you make of that?’ The minister
wiped a tear from his eye and said, ‘I wish we could all
go like that.’
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Rona Young, our Organist, whose masterwork is
pictured above, reports:

“After 105 hours I finished stitching the Noah’s
Ark cross stitch picture which I had been doing to
help raise funds for the refurbishment of the Under-
ground Church room. It was a thoroughly enjoyable
piece to stitch, even if I did exceed my estimated
time of 50-70 hours! At the time of writing, and
with a few donations still to come in, I have raised
£143. 1 would like to thank everyone who gener-
ously gave money to this cause!”

Life and Work 2009 subscriptions

Could all mem-
bers of the con-
gregation  who
would like Life
and Work (the
magazine of the
Church of Scot-
land) for 2009,
please let Colin
Hanley  know
(tel.. 01896-
759402)  before
the middle of No-
vember. The cost
will be £19.20,
the same as this
year.

Underground Church transformed!

As you can see from the photograph below, a busy sum-
mer's work in the Underground Church (UGC) has now
reached its conclusion.

Earlier this year, the Congregational Board ap-
proved the financing for the refitting of the UGC room.
With other donations and recent fundraising by our Or-
ganist, Rona Young, whose Noah's Art cross stitch is fea-
tured on the left, and Jim Tennant (Quiz Sheet), we have
been able to provide all of the equipment required for
modern teaching.

The room has had a new insulated floor covered
with carpet tiles, the walls have been spray-sealed with
white paint, and new chairs have been brought from
IKEA to fit out the room. The new flat screen television
and laptop work together to present teaching material to
the group.

On behalf of the UGC, I would like to express our
thanks for the funding of our new room and the fund-
raising by Rona and Jim. Thanks also to Stuart Toolan
who gave a considerable amount of his time to handle all
of the building work and finishing, and also to Ian Cor-
coran who laid the new floor tiles. We are also grateful to
Steven Fox for his help and advice with the purchasing of
the new equipment for the room.

We hope to have an opening morning after we
have completed our 4 week start to the "Alpha Course"
so that everyone can come down to have a look at our
new room which shows the real commitment the Church
and its members have to our teenagers and the develop-
ment of their faith.

Colin Hanley, Session Clerk

Prayer is one of the best free gifts we receive

I asked God for water, He gave me an ocean.

I asked God for a flower, He gave me a garden.

I asked God for a friend, He gave me all of YOU...
If God brings you to it, He will bring you through it.

Happy moments, praise God.
Difficult moments, seek God.
Quiet moments, worship God
Painful moments, trust God.
Every moment, thank God.
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? Sing-A-Song of Christmas

JJ Members and friends of the congregation are warmly invited to come along and enjoy an evening of JJ

g Christmas songs, presented by Musicmakers on Thursday 4 December at 7:00 pm.
Ably led by Nancy Bain and accompanied by their “orchestra”, Musicmakers will sing a varied J3

J3 selection of old and new Christmas songs, some familiar and others more obscure. There is sure to be

something to suit everyone's taste!

a3 Entry is free, and as well as the planned programme, there will an opportunity for the audience to

J7 join in with some more traditional carols. Tea, coffee and even some mince pies will be available after §3

9 the end of the concert.
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News from Cathie Aberdour in Brazil

This article is based on the two " ! 41 "ol
most recent emails received from $ " &" 5,
Cathie Aberdour, who works for ' !

Wycliffe Bible Translators in Bra- " ! *

zil. Members of the congregation + # , P !

may be interested to hear that * 1 ! &"
Cathie was also quoted in the Au- , ! &"
tumn edition of WORD@ WORK, rr &"
the magazine of the Scottish Bible ! ) * * ot
Society. ! * ) !

On October 9th, she wrote:
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g Treasurer’s Report - September 2008 8
g The figures for January to September are summarised below: g
@ &)
g Targeted Budget Income (January to September) £47830 g
@ Actual Income £66746 @
g Difference £18916 ‘surplus’ 8
g Less extraordinary income to date £16738 8
g Ordinary surplus to date £2178 8
@® )
@ e

@ The income tax recovered so far this year from Gift Aid offerings is £6390, which shows the very real benefit to @
@ our Church of congregational members taking part in this scheme. Please contact Irene Glenfield if you would @
@ like to sign up for the Gift Aid scheme. Remember, you can be paying income tax even though you are not in @
@ employment! 4
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