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LETTER FROM LESLIE

Dear Friends,

“Back to Church Sunday” in September — will you come? Please mark the date on your calendar for that Sun-
day is going to be quite special — 27" September at 11.00 o’clock. I’ll come back to that but first an important
announcement:-

If you’ve ever been pestered by phone calls from various companies wanting your attention — insurance
and financial seem to be the worst — then you will know how irritating it can be, especially if you are in the mid-
dle of your tea. The Kirk Session wants to avoid that kind of annoyance and to know if behind your polite re-
sponse to elders’ visits and invitations you really feel a little like you do after umpteen phone calls on matters
that you know you are not going to follow up. Elders don’t wish to waste your time or theirs in needless visits,
and so we will try over the winter to rationalise such visits so that only if you wish them will they call. So, no
ecclesiastical sales pitch!

However, that being said, we do believe that the Word of God in the Bible contains a message absolutely
profound for you and for us all - that’s why we want to see you at Church. That Word gives the framework for
our lives, showing how they fit in and telling us of their meaning and purpose.

Here’s a thought: what would you say if someone told you that your life was meaningless? You would
probably tell them to get lost, to put it mildly, and would not want to hear them further: but hold on a minute, as
I tell you what we are doing on Sunday Evenings just now in Church ... We are reading through the Book of
Ecclesiastes, and the rather shocking thing emerging is that this is what the writer is telling us. Curious, inter-
ested? Why don’t you come along on a Sunday Evening? It is a particularly intriguing book written to a cul-
tural background not dissimilar to the one we live in just now. The message of the writer is that everything un-
der the sun is meaningless (the old translation is “vanity of vanities, all is vanity”) but we must take careful note
of what he is not saying. He is not saying as a depressed pessimist that there is no point to life, that it is all use-
less. His message is confined to everything “under the Sun”, in other words, everything viewed with only an
Earth-bound perspective. Take God out of the picture, he is saying, and nothing makes sense, life has no pur-
pose. Have a look at the Book. This is why Christians think that it is profoundly important not to live lives
merely “under the Sun”, but under God.

Back to Church Sunday (the last Sunday in September) is about trying to bring some sense and meaning
back into life by planning a grand meeting together so as to “touch base” with God (not just the Church). We do
hope you’ll come, and that you won’t find this invitation another one to junk. Mark it now on the calendar!

With Every Blessing,
Leslie Steele.

Summer Evening Services

Looking ahead this summer, on two Sundays we will be going with the company of the Musicmakers to lead
short services of praise and worship in some neighbouring rural Churches. Do take a note of these dates and
come along to join with us — 26" July to Stow, and 16™ August to Channelkirk. Both at the slightly later time
of 7.00 p.m.




Deaths

3rd May 2009: May Walker Thomson, Galahill House, Galashiels
13th June 2009: Anne Smith, 29 Greenbank Street, Galashiels

We commend both families to our prayers in their respective losses.

Two of our members have died recently.

May Thomson was born in 1921 and brought up in Galashiels, becoming the last Braw Lass before
the war. To that distinction she added the fact that she married the first Braw Lad after the war, Graham
Thomson. She was involved in many things in Galashiels, not least Graham’s KOSB connections, to which
she gave great support, as well as being a regular attender at worship here in St Paul’s for as long as she
could manage. Enjoying “Murrayfield”, her house in the Melrose Road, her latter years were spent in Gala-
hill House. She leaves an older brother, John, in Suffolk, and her daughters, Kristeen and Lindsay.

Anne Smith similarly was born and brought up in Galashiels, and leaving school at 16 worked hard
in many different occupations from the textile industry (Laidlaw & Fairgrieve, Andrew Stewart) to the car-
ing and supportive work of the BGH and Crawood. Married to Ivor, she became mother to three and then
triplets, Dawn, Darren, Craig, Bruce, Julie and Maxine, whom she lavished her attention on, and on her
seven grandchildren. Losing Ivor 15 years ago was a hard blow, and she struggled through debilitating ill-
ness before her death in the BGH.

Calvin09Peebles

John Calvin, probably the most important founding theologian of the Reformed tradi-
tion of the Christian faith, was born in Picardy on 10th July 1509.

In Peebles a conference to celebrate the 500th anniversary of his birth will be hosted
jointly by the St Andrew’s Leckie and Peebles Old Parish Churches of Scotland. The
events taking place are as follows:

Date/Time Church Speaker Theme

10 July 07:30 pm St Andrew's Leckie Prof. Donald Macleod  Calvin and the Reformation of Worship, with
particular attention to preaching
11 July 10:30 am Peebles Old Prof. David Ferguson  Calvin and Scotland

11 July 04:00 pm St Andrew's Leckie Prof. Alisdair Heron Calvin and the Creeds of the Reformation

12 July 02:30 pm Peebles Old Dr. Harry O'Brien Calvin's Eucharistic Theology

Saturday Lunch
On Saturday the 11th July a buffet lunch will be provided at St Andrew’s Leckie for a nominal fee.

Registration

To register attendance apply to Peebles Old Parish Church, PO Box 13814, Peebles EH45 8WU, enclosing the regis-
tration fee of £5.00 in either cheque or Postal Order made out to Peebles Old Parish Church. Check out the website
www.calvin09peebles.org.uk for further details.

Sunday School £
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Sunday School will continue to meet over the holidays as an % ”\\ 9
‘all in together’ group. \W f____,i\,kfz

Normal Sunday School groups will resume on Sunday 16th Au-
gust.
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Wycliffe Bible Translators
Cathie Aberdour’s update from Brazil

Dear all,

We got back from the village on
Friday. We had a profitable
time at Monkey River and nei-
ther of us got malaria, although
there was a lot around. Some of
the Apurina had gone to the
town of Tapaua and so we didn't have the Bible
School as we didn't want them to miss out on their
studies. Judy headed up the construction work on the
church building so that everything is ready for the
team from the States who are going to help the Apu-
rina put up the brick walls. So Judy taught some of
the men to mix cement and put up the cement pillars
that are needed to secure the walls properly. As well
as making drinks for the workers and cooking meals
etc., | was able to translate 15 more hymns and wor-
ship songs into Apurina. | also oversaw the making of
a new outhouse which will be really needed when the
group of 13 from Judy's church arrive in July. We still
haven't been able to find a barge to take the bricks up
the Purus River to the village. This is becoming an
urgent matter for prayer as the group arrives in
Manaus on July 13th and will be travelling the two
days by boat to the village on the 14th. Pray that all
the arrangements will work out well and that the Apu-
rina will have a nice new sturdy church building that
the termites won't eat!

Thanks so much for your interest and prayers,

wycliffe

In Him,
Cathie

News from Malawi

Here is news of two projects that John Blyth (from Gala
Baptist Church) is involved with: Alice Ngosi's orphanage
at Ekwendeni and an Orphan Care Farm at Karonga (150
miles north of Mzuzu on the lakeshore). John writes
“Alice continues to be an inspiration to many people of all
ages living with AIDS. She is still trusting the Lord for
about £3000 to complete the orphanage building, and | now
feel that seeing a functional orphanage in her compound is
my own target over the next 4 years when | shall be teach-
ing at 'Mzuni' - as the University is called. Part of this vi-
sion is the installation of solar-powered electric lighting and
storing water from captured rainfall, both of which | have
demonstrated in her small house, and just last Friday | lo-
cated two 500 gallon plastic tanks which could store enough
water for the orphanage during the dry season. Please pray
for their safe transport to Ekwendeni.

The Orphan Care project at Karonga was started by
the local Women's Guild in 2007 to provide food, shelter,
clothing and basic education for about 50 vulnerable pre-
school children, mainly orphans. They give the children one
good meal per day, organise hospital referrals if necessary
and plan to construct a nursery school building to house
their activities. The idea of a Farm emerged when cost esti-
mates showed that growing-your-own was much cheaper
than buying food; church members are more able to offer
their labour than to provide cash. | hope to persuade the
church to plant fruit trees to improve diet and adopt soil
conservation practices to maximise sustained crop yields.
The farm could also be of educational value for older
schoolchildren. Margaret and | now have a ‘Malawi' account
for financial contributions and we are also collecting toys
and play materials: the latter will be sent by shipping con-
tainer (organised by the Raven Trust in Argyll) - I'm happy
to collect if required. Thank you for your prayerful support
and interest”.




Church Pichic

Sunday 23" August - Public Park, Galashiels
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S Blythswood Care
{‘b GE}.. As a Christian charity based in Scotland, Blythswood Care combines the Chris-
|'ﬁ 'I;:l'| tian message with practical help for those in need at home and abroad, regardless
i | of their political or religious beliefs or ethnic origins. Most of the congrega-
\H 1:?“' tion will already be well aware that a lorry calls in our area once a month so that

— local people can donate goods to Blythswood. It is in the Asda Car Park on the

FIRST MONDAY OF EVERY MONTH, BETWEEN 2:00 AND 2:30 PM. We
are being encouraged to bring clothing, foodstuffs, bric-a- brac, household goods, toys and small items of
furniture to the lorry. Blythswood can only continue to distribute international aid and to supply their shops
(which support their project work) if they receive a steady supply of goods.

We are also once more approaching the 2009 Shoe Box Appeal. Blythswood are grateful to all the
churches which support the Shoe Box Appeal, enabling them to distribute over 130,000 shoeboxes in 2008
to people of all ages in Eastern European countries, India and Sri Lanka . Once more they are reliant on all
the supporters who kindly take the time to cover and fill a shoebox with items which, although largely ba-
sic, bring a lot of joy at Christmas time. The new shoebox leaflet for 2009 is now available. Please phone
the Glasgow depot on 0141 882 0585 if you require leaflets; we encourage people to order as many leaflets
as they plan to do shoeboxes, so that they have full instructions and a copy of the checklist to go on the top
of each box.

Thank you for supporting the work of Blythswood. Further information on Blythswood is available
on www.blythswood.org.
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g Treasurer’s Report - May 2009

g The figures for January to May are summarised below:

@

g Targeted Budget Income (January - May) £31,131

g Actual Income (January - May) £72,929

g Difference £41,798 surplus
@

® Our REAL income is our actual income less 10% of legacies (which are transferred to our Charity
Fund) and any retiring collections. So our real income to date is £67,522, and this reduces the surplus
@ to £36,391.

g The offerings total to date is £19,938, which is £11,193 short of our required income.

g Marjorie McKendrick, Treasurer
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