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LETTER FROM LESLIE

Dear Friends,

At the time of writing we are in the middle of a postal strike. Postage has declined since earlier years kb
cause people are using electronic media much more, with emails taking the place of letters and phot
Bebo and Facebook and such like becoming the social places where people meet their friends, and Twi
where short meaningless o6twitsd about whatds or
As | ong as we can communicate thatoés what matt
strike but all the electronic media went down as well? Not good, | hear you say; you only miss somethir
when it is not there.

Well, | suppose as in the past we would just have to make personal contact with others with whom v
coul dnét get in touch by phone, email or post.

Herebs another AWhat ifo. What i f the space
tered housing, or flats, or something else? Terrible, not worth thinking about? The office bearers ha
been faced with a big problem of late: the Church has been valued at £18 million by the loss adjustors &
our insurance premiums have been increased from £4,500 to £9,500 per annum (actually it was £10,5
but we managed to negotiate a fAFirst Losso pol |
ity to only £12million). Now we are not saying that we are about to put the building up for sale, but main
taining a structure such as we have is not always going to be possible unless something amazing and
foreseen happens. God does amazing things after all.

Imagine, though, what we would do if it were to go: if we were to conclude that it was beyond out
means. Well, like the postal service and the electronic media, we would have to realise that we are not t
to physical means in order to relate to one another. We would still meet and still worship and still pray ar
still work for the Gospel hereand elsewhefeod i s not restricted to our
nist countries during the era of the Iron Curtain Christians used to meet in all manner of places when th
were excluded from their churches, which were often turned into museums or libraries or just demolishe
But it would be interesting to know what we would do and who would be there? It would be sad if the im
portance of the building meant that some just disappeared, but on the other hand it might also open the d
to think about more innovative and adventurous

However in thinking about it, take this on bodrdf we still havethe building, are there some of
those ideas that we can incorporate now? Why wait till we are forced to think about how Church can |
Church without the building? This shock to the
to give us a little nudge just now to make us sit up and consider. Some food for thought as we head
wards Christmas and the place where there was ¥

With Every Blessing,
Leslie Steele
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Deaths H

26th September 20029ohn Henry Bunyan, 52 Tweed Road, Galashiels - I"
20th October 2009: Margaret Glass Little, Eildon Street, Galashiels

We extend our sincere sympathy and prayers to the bereaved families -
Henry Bunyan was born in Newtown St. Boswells in 1921 but leaving school at 14 he started to work ai
Netherbarns, a task that was to last him 38 years and bring him a medal of recognition for his services frc
the Duke of Roxburgh. He also worked for the Parks Department and briefly on the roads before retirin
A regular attender at worship until his health began to fail, we remember his widow, Mary, and daughte
Sheila, and her family, in their loss at this time.

Although not a member of ours, we ndfea r g a r e t passing aftdr a $psll in the Borders General
Hospital. Margaret was a staunch supporter of her husband, Arthur, one of our senior elders who died |
year, and despite her frailty kept a sharp mind and interest in events till her passing. We remember Grah
and David, her sons, in their loss.

News from Wycliffe Bible Translators confirmed nearer the time, so look out for more
information atwww.the-wave.org.uk/scotland
Graeme Lawson, a former young Jim Tennant will be organising a bicycle/car/

person in the Church (for those minibus/bus load depending on the respoiise

who can remember!!) is beginning please get in touch if you are interested in going!
an MTh in Biblical Studies at Edin-

WHCI'ffe burgh University. He has also

completed Trans!|l ator@WHANEBWS es i n
French for 1 & 2 Thessalonians and for 2 Timothy1 . L o\v session for the Guild has
for translators in Frenebpeaking countries. Burk- had an excellent start. The new &%
ina Faso, where Graeme and Marlis worked for fiver, ..« for the next 3 years is taken
years is, undergoing extensive flooding, with manye o verses in the Old Testament
in Ouagadougou, the capital, losing their housesboOk of Micahi A Wh a t do!
Two New Testaments with a strong Scottish ”nkLord require of you? To do justly;
have recently been completed in West Africa, the[O love mercy and tb walk humblg/
Ahantalanguage in Ghana and tke language in ith your Godo. This vy
Togo . Both teams were supported for a number of e based on At o do i

years by Scottish Churches. Donaldson was our first speaker, and introduced
this theme in a very thougptrovoking and livel

Get Ready for The Wave! way. Our second s%eakerg\t/)vras Mr Ag\llistair Sinc)I/air,
On Saturday 5th December 2009, join people fronwho spoke about his time as the Reporter in the
across Scotland to send a clear message about dihildren Hearings, or Panels, as we tend to know
mate change to world leaders meeting in Copenhdhem. We could have listened to Alistair and Les-
gen for the UN climate change negotiations. It idey for much longer than their allotted time!! On
anticipated that this will be the largest ever demonNovember X Margaret Cashman will lead the
stration in support of action on climate change ingroup in Bible Study this too will be based on the
Scotland. theme. The title for our meeting on thé"li8s fit «

The Wave will be a fun, famiriendy do justly for Christians

march in Glasgow city centre, where a diverseshould be Morag Black. The first Soup and Sweet
range of people can come together to show thelunch will be on Sunday 15i do come and enjoy
concern about climate change. Similar demonstrathe good homeénade soup and delicious desserts
tions will be taking place across the world at thisand a time of fellowshif you will also be helping
time. In order to demonstrate that this issue is imto support the Guild Projects. We have been very
portant to Scotland, we need as many people appy to welcome some new faces to the Guild (no
possible to turn out on the streets of Glasgow omen so far!)- the Guild is open for anyone to at-
5th December. tend all or just occasional meetings, so feel free to
The time, start point, transport details, etc., will bejoin us for any of these afternoon gatherings!
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Boysd6 RBI)i gade

'WE ARE AT WAR'- This was the briefing to the boys from 1st Galashiels Boys' Brigade in the
early hours of Saturday 26th September.

The boys were then briefed
about the Lancaster bomber that had
crash landed in Craik Forest, and we
had to rescue the survivors before
they were taken as prisoners of war.
After navigating our way through
enemy territory (and a very long
walk!) we arrived at the crash site,
but since the plane crasinded
there back in 1944, we were unable
to locate the survivors this time.

This year, 8 boys from the Jun-
ior Section and 12 boys from the
Company Section attended the camp
at Craikhope on the 26th to the 27th
September. The boys were split into
two teams and the theme of the camp
was obviously ‘'war games'. As well
as the Saturday hike, we played

games like 'capture the flag' and 'defend base camp’, along with other activities. This encouraged the b
to look out for each other as well as working in teams.

The boys continued to learn about Christianity at the Sunday morning Bible class as well as learnir
about camp craft/survival skills when away on the camp weekend.

The above picture shows the boys around a memorial plaque erected in 1994 in memory of the cre
of the Halifax Mk 1l, JP 190 (Lancaster bomber) which crash landed in Craik Forest on 1st April 1944 witt
the loss of all 8 crew. This memorial can be found in the car park of Craik Forest.

To see more pictures of the weekend, please check out our website at:
http://1galashiels.boyrigade.org.uk/annual_camp.htm

Lieutenant Robbie Noble
Company Section

Boysd RBR)i gade

The boys and the staff from 1st Galashiels would just like to
say a big thank you to everyone who donated Tesco vouchers
this year. We were able to send off the vouchers and received
an indoor hockey set, an indoor soft ball and a target goal.

These items have been put to good use already and hopefully
we will be able to send off for more items in the future.

Lieutenant Robbie Noble
Company Section

Volunteers for Creche Duty

The Créche has been running with fewer volunteers over the past few months. Irene
and Alison have ably stood in to help, but it would make a big difference if we had

more volunteers to add to our Rota.

along with another volunteer, playing with the children and reading a Bible story to
them. If you would like to help please see Shirley Sandison or call /E8E34.

It means being on duty every few Sundays
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