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LETTER FROM LESLIE

Dear Friends,

So social trends in Britain have changed in the last 20/40 years? It's not surprising | suppose for
things do change. One of the headline changes that got a lot of publicity was about the acceptance of ho-
mosexuality compared with 20 years ago.

Some are happy with the change of affairs, others not, but it is important to know that the change
has been the subject of a very concerted effort over the years on the part of some who have been quite
single-minded about it. It would be naive to imagine that the change just happened through a general re-
laxation of thought. Let me give a couple of examples.

In 1987 “The Overhauling of Straight America” by Marshall Kirk and Erastes Pill, and the subse-
quent work “After the Ball: How America will conquer its fear & hatred of Gays in the 90s” by Kirk and
Madsen, set out a deliberate programme in three steps unashamedly taken from psychological techniques
seeking to change the public’s perception of homosexuality. Madsen was an expert on public persuasion
tactics and social marketing, Kirk a researcher in neuropsychiatry.

The plan was to begin with desensitisation. It was based on clinical practice that sought to lower
people’s sensitivities to things they were afraid of (e.g. phobias about spiders, open spaces, etc). The
technique with homosexuality was to encourage the gay community to embark on a rolling plan of talking
about homosexuality as often and as much as possible in the public sphere in small and unthreatening
ways so as to desentise the public to the whole area of homosexuality. The following is from the earlier
paper by Kirk and Pill:

"In the early stages of any campaign to reach straight America, the masses should not be shocked
and repelled by premature exposure to homosexual behavior itself. Instead, the imagery of sex should be
downplayed and gay rights should be reduced to an abstract social question as much as possible. First let
the camel get his nose inside the tent - and only later his unsightly derriere!" In other words, concentrate
on the people not the acts.

The next step they put forward was to encourage the gay community to make much in public of any
stories of homosexuals being persecuted, discriminated against or murdered. The reason for this was a
psychological technique called Associative Conditioning, which was designed to make people feel sympa-
thy for homosexuals. The natural tendency for people to feel sympathy with the underdog was cultured
and pointed in the direction of the gay community. The flip side of this tactic was as much as possible to
characterise the opposition as homophobic, intolerant bigots, a kind of sexual Ku Klux Klan that the ordi-
nary man in the street would want nothing to do with. If this could be done then whenever a counter
thought to homosexuality arose in a person’s mind it would immediately be accompanied with a twinge of
shame because no-one wanted to be thought narrow-minded or bigoted. Kirk & Madsen again (N.B. their
use of the word ‘bigot’ means anyone who does not approve of homosexual behaviour):-

“Note that the Dbigot need not actually be ma
others will now despise him, and that he has been the immoral agent of suffering. It would be impossible to
make him believe any such thing. Rather, our effect is achieved without reference to facts, logic, or proof” .
(underlining mine!) No arguments for the practice of homosexuality were to be presented: these tech-
niques were designed to be emotional manipulators.

CONTINUED OVERLEAF
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LETTER FROM LESLIE (CONTINUED)

Openly adopted and disseminated, that they were successful was well put by Dr. Jon Harvey who
said, "The success of the homosexual lobby, representing less than 2% of the population, outstrips the
moon landings as one of the wonders of this century. They have, without any evidence to speak of, per-
suaded most of the civilised world (and many in the church) that a self-evidently unnatural practice has
actually been the victim of unnatural prejudice. This flies in the face of the evidence of reproductive biol-
ogy, sexual physiology, epidemiology and sociology”.
The third goal of the effort, however, was called conversion.
"It isn't enough that antigay bigots should become confused about us, or even indifferent to us - we are
safest, in the long run, if we can actually make them like us. Conversion aims at just this." (Kirk &
Madsen). By conversion they weren’t meaning that everyone become practising homosexuals, but just
that the homosexual be seen by everyone as just an “ordinary Joe” with whom they would be “happy to
have a beer with or go to the cinema with”.
The agenda was not without its opponents in the gay community, however, who said that such tac-
tics misrepresented the homosexual scene because it was much broader than just about the guy or gal
next door. The reply by Kirk & Madsen bears interesting reading:
“The objectiontiwatll wdbewouwlidedUncl e Tommify®" the
changing one false stereotype for another equally false; that our ads are lies; that is not how all gays actu-
ally look; that gays know it, and bigots know it. Yes, of course--we know it, too. But it makes no difference
that the ads are lies; not to us, because we're using them to ethically good effect, to counter negative
st er eot Mogwalssolutely astounding! It makes no difference that the presented image is a lie. If it
sounds all too Hitlerian, Eric Pollard, one of the founders of ACTUP/DC (another early Gay Rights group),
spoke of consciously lookingat" subver si ve modes, drawn Mai ge KympfF o
Adol f Hitler], which some o Mostpeople wouldfleefbm sush asthishbatr k i r
my point is, look at the seeds and ask “How is it my feelings are the way they are about this subject?
What has influenced me? Where do the basic influences that instruct my mind and emotions come from?”
| say all this because you will know that the Church of Scotland is in the midst of a crucial debate at
the moment about the issue of homosexuality. Every Presbytery and Kirk Session will have before it this
April a series of questions from a Special Commission set up by the last General Assembly on ordination
and practicing homosexuality. In the Church we are about bearing witness to truth, not lies, and we don’t
seek to cultivate or use cunning tactics to persuade people about Jesus. Bearing in mind a last quote from
Kirk and Pill, “ i t is essenti al to undermine the mor al a,ut hoc
we need to believe that it is of crucial importance that much prayer is offered over this matter because we
know it is a lot easier to muddy waters by stirring up the silt from the bottom than it is to settle the mud to
bring back clarity.
Yours in Christ,
Leslie Steele.

Membership in the Church Under Ground Church - Thank You

A BIG thank you to all who supported the
UGC in their roll stall last month. They man-
aged to raise a total of £151.50. From this
amount £15 was donated towards the Haiti
Appeal, and the remainder will go towards
their weekend away in March.

Any who are interested in becoming mem-
bers in the Church whether from another
Church or as a first profession of faith
should have a word with the Minister this
month.

Deaths

12" December: Margaret Grant, Galahill House, Galashiels
(formerly of “Woodneuk”, Gala Terrace), Galashiels

19" December:  Arthur Hughes, 16 Lowood Park, Tweedbank
13" January: Stephen Craig, 92 Croft Street, Galashiels

13" January: William Hope, Gala Nursing Home, Galashiels
(formerly of “Legerwood”, Dean Street, Galashiels)

We extend our sincere sympathy and prayers to the bereaved families



Two of the biggest fears that people have these days are terrorism and poverty.
The following articles seek to show how Christians can respond to both of these
challenges positively!

AFear noto (one)

Airport security is in a spin again after a terror suspect started
a fire with a chemical laden explosive on U.S. Northwest
Flight 253 (with 280 people onboard) on Christmas Day.
When you hear news like that, does it make you feel
suspicious or upset with those from Muslim areas like
Yemen? Feba Radio’s Project Isa and the web event, Why
Do You Fear Me?, (hosted by Feba’s friend, Carl Medearis)
address those fears and how Jesus changes everything.

WHY DO

Project Isa

Muslim communities are found in many different places, not
just those that regularly appear on our TV screens and the
BBC News homepage. Hour after hour, day after day, Feba
and our partners are broadcasting hope to communities to
which the religion of Islam is central. Relationships are absolutely fundamental to people’s lives.
In many Muslim communities nothing will happen without a relationship first developing between
individuals. Often they are surprised when Christians want to be their friend, viewing them as
enemies.

Feba establishes relationships with Muslim listeners, building bridges of friendship. This is a
significant challenge through such a seemingly impersonal medium as radio. But the talent of our
presenters and programme makers is to make radio a personal medium, making friends with the
listener, and fostering a sense of trust. Project Isa is the umbrella we have created to bring to-
gether all the ministry we are engaged in with Muslim communities on short wave, FM and the
Internet.

HOSTED BY GOVERNOR DAVID BEASLEY,
TED DEKKER AND CARL MEDEARIS

WHYDOYOUFEARME
LCOM

Live Web Event, Why Do You Fear Me?

On January 28th, Governor David Beasley, Ted Dekker, and Carl Medearis hosted an honest,
unscripted conversation about America and the Middle East. They not only discussed the vital is-
sues, but provided real-life answers.

The event was held in conjunction with the release of Ted and Carl’'s new book, Tea with
Hezbollah —Si t t i ng at t h, apowerfel nayrdtige which Oraws the West into a com-
pletely fresh understanding of those often called our enemies and
the teaching that dares us to love them — a must-read for all who
see the looming threat rising in the Middle East. David, Carl, and
Ted each have a wealth of experience in the Middle East and will
provide captivating insights into this confusing part of the world. _Febc
Your imagination will be stirred, your heart moved, and your mind o P P N ":’
filled with new ways to positively interact with the Middle East.

Carl emailed us to say: "You can watch the web event ANY
time after that day — you can download it and watch it whenever."

Website: http://www.whydoyoufearme.com.

AFear noto (two)

Tearfund are running their third annual “Global Poverty Prayer Week” starting on 1% March, under
the heading “One Voice”. It's one voice, one people, one prayer praying about poverty — together.
You can find out more and download all kinds of resources at www.tearfund.org/onevoice, and
keep an eye on the church intimations for our own local event.
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In Brief ...

Annual Quiz 2010

This year’s fun, general knowledge quiz will be held on Saturday 13" March at 7:30 pm. Refresh-
ments will be provided free of charge, and the entry will be £5 per team of four as in previous
years. This year the funds will go towards the Haiti disaster appeal.
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Freewill offering envelopes

Vi Wood has now become responsible for the distribution of FWO envelopes. These can be used
by any member of the congregation, and she would be more than happy to issue envelopes to
anyone who does not currently have envelopes. This may be of particular interest to members
who may not be able to get to church on a regular basis.

Fairtrade Fortnight 2010

Fairtrade Fortnight is about getting more people talking about and buying Fairtrade, and we can be
involved! For Fairtrade Fortnight this year (22 Feb — 7 March) we want everyone in the UK swapping
for Fairtrade - your usual bananas for Fairtrade bananas, your usual cotton socks for Fairtrade cotton
socks, and most of all, your usual cuppa for a Fairtrade cuppa. Each and every swap proves that the
people of the UK want producers in the developing world to get a fairer deal.

We’ve seen some big Fairtrade swaps — from the Houses of Parliament swapping to Fairtrade
tea and coffee in 1997 to Cadbury swapping its Dairy Milk to Fairtrade in 2009. Everyone in the Fair-
trade movement can be proud of all that has been achieved, but there is still a long way to go if we
are to tip the balance in favour of disadvantaged farmers and workers.

Millions of farmers across the world struggle to feed their families, and yet they supply us with
everyday items which we enjoy. Harriet Lamb, Executive Director of the Fairtrade Foundation, writes
that on her recent trip to India tea workers told her how they face an uncertain future, always fearing
that the tea estate may close, leaving them without any livelihood. In this insecure environment Fair-
trade has given them what one worker calls “sustainability for life” — security for the future, funds to
invest in education, health and economic development, and “has opened the vista for a sense of be-
longing and self development”. But for their dreams to become a reality, we need to ensure that more
people buy Fairtrade more often. So, in Fairtrade Fortnight 2010, let’'s get swapping, really build on
the progress we have made, and make a difference for more farmers and workers than ever!
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Treasur er G Becdmbear 2002

The figures for January to December 2009 are summarised below:

Marjorie McKendrick, Treasurer
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g Target Budgeted Income (January - December) £74717 g
% Income from offerings to date (January - December) £46659 %
g Gift Aided offerings Tax recovered to date £7889 g
% Income from use of premises to date £8968 %
% Investment income from funds to date £3191 %
§ Total income £66707 §
g Shortfall (£74714 - £66707) £8007 g
g Legacies to date (less 10% to Charity Fund) £40500 %
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