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Dear Friends, 
 

 Easter.  What a great word; what a great time.  A Happy Easter to you.  It means the start of 
the longer days and the onset of Spring and eventually summer, and because of that it puts a 
spring in our step and makes us feel that something good (summer) is coming.  For those with a 
love of chocolate (am I speaking to any who donôt?) it means great big chocolate treats.  When I 
was a boy I once kept an easter egg for a whole year and ate it the following Easter; I must have 
had too much that first year! 
 The egg of course was meant to introduce the idea of the rolling stone which, when it was 
pushed back from the door of Jesusô tomb, showed that it was empty.  Not the work of a conjuror, 
nor a sleight of hand, but a resurrection é.. what a real piece of magic! 
 If the resurrection was just a story, though, what a let down it would be.  It would mean that 
all there would be to Easter would be the hope of nice days and some lumps of chocolate in the 
meantime.  It would take away from the enjoyment of those things because, instead of being pre-
cursors to something much greater and better ï life with Christ in a newly constituted world (a 
new Heaven and Earth), there would be nothing to look forward to but an earthly hole in the 
ground and some snatched memories before going into it. 
 The great thing about Easter is not the past but the future.  Christ is risen (note, not HAS 
risen).  He has accomplished what He came to do which is bear the cost of your life and mine and 
it was done on the cross.  He took the consequences of our ignorance of God and our rebellion 
against Him, carrying the can to bring us out of our death into new life with Him.  Is that not some-
thing to celebrate?  It is a message that is spread through the proclamation of the Easter Cross 
and Resurrection.  ñWhosoever believes in Him will not perish but have everlasting lifeò.  Dear 
friend, believe this, trust Him and rejoice with us this Easter time.  Enjoy the days, eat your eggs 
é. and think about this. 
 

A Happy Easter, 
Leslie Steele 

 

     Special Open Session Meeting for all the Congregation  
     Wednesday 28th April 

 

A Special meeting will be held to watch a DVD provided by the Church of Scotland about 
the future of the Churchôs ministry.  It is accompanied by a Consultation Paper which all 
elders throughout Scotland have been provided with and which seeks the voice of the 
Church on the issue of same-sex relationships and the ministry.  Some things have been 
trailed about this in previous issues of the Newsletter, but we would very much like mem-
bers of the congregation to let us know their thinking on the subject. 

http://www.oldparishandstpauls.org.uk


  Death  
 

 

  4
th
 March 2010: Dorothy Weatherston , 22 Galapark Court, Galashiels 

   
       We extend our sincere sympathy and prayers to the bereaved family  

In Brief ...  

Christian Aid Concert - Saturday 8
th

 May 
 

A fund raising concert is being organised for the 
beginning of Christian Aid Week, to be held in our 
Church, and involving both members of the congre-
gation as well as some visiting guest artistes. The 
doors will open at 7:00 pm for the concert to start at 
7:30 pm, and the admission will be £5 per adult and 
£3 per concession. A full and varied programme is 
in the process of being arranged, and it is hoped 
that there will be a good turnout to support this 
event! 
 
 

 
Golf Dinner and prize giving  

 

The prizes from last yearôs golf outing to the St. 
Boswellôs course were presented at the recent din-
ner, as follows:  
§ 1

st
 place, scratch winner ï Ian Forsyth 

§ 2
nd

 place, handicap winner ï Colin Hanley 
§ Award for new scoring record ï Ian Forsyth 
§ Fewest putts (b.i.h.) ï Colin Hanley 
§ Best drive at the 4

th
 ï Richard Noble 

§ Nearest the pin at the 2
nd

 ï Rodger Glenfield 
§ Most lost balls ï Jim Tennant 
§ Fishermanôs Trophy ï Peter Sandison 

 

A warm welcome to membership of our Church 
to 
§ Mary and Jimmy Birse of Tweed Terrace, 
who have been attending St. Paulôs for 
some time now.  They both share a love of 
bowling, Jimmy is a keen fisherman, and 
Mary enjoys crafts such as knitting. Mary 
and Jimmyôs grandson, Gregor Purves, 
has  just reached the rank of Sergeant in 
our Boysô Brigade, as reported on the next 
page. 

  

§ Sheila McAnulty , of Tweedbank, who 
hardly needs an introduction!  Sheila, who 
spent many years as a missionary in India, 
has been playing the piano for Musicmak-
ers for many years now, and whose talents 
in that role many of you will have enjoyed.  
Sheila recently celebrated a special birth-
day! 

UGC - Aberfeldy 2010  
 

The UGC (Under Ground Church) had their 2010 weekend away at Glassie Farm bunkhouse on the 
weekend of 19th/20th March.   

The weekend focussed on some Bible studies from Ecclesiastes, which was challenging for the leaders as 
well as the young people!  We also fitted in time for games, a walk (with a photo challenge), pancake-

making and time to watch 
Scotland winning against 
Ireland and other fun 
stuff.  We had our late, late 
Christmas dinner on Satur-
day night and since there 
was still snow around on 
high ground, it seemed 
quite appropriate! 
  Thanks to everyone 
who supported the groupôs 
fundraising events and also 
s u p p o r t e d  u s  i n 
prayer.  It  was a great 
weekend and with lots of 
positive feedback from the 
comments that were gath-
ered in!      



      Boysô Brigade 
 

Our Annual Display/Parentôs Night was held in the Large Hall on Friday 19 
March 2010.  We were delighted to welcome a large number of parents, 
relatives, friends and members of the congregation. It is so nice to be well 
supported on such a night. 
 Our Captain, David Nightingale, then welcomed all and invited our 
Chaplain, the Rev. Leslie Steele to conduct the opening service. The service was started with the singing of the Boysô 
Brigade Hymn ñWill your Anchor Holdò followed by a reading from Luke 2 - the boy Jesus aged twelve in the Temple - 
and a prayer. 
 David then invited our Inspecting Officer, Chris Mackenzie, last yearôs Braw Lad, to inspect the Company. Al-
though Chris is an ex-member of our Company, David explained the changes in uniform and badges to Chris as they 
moved through the ranks. 
 There then followed various displays by the Anchor Boys, Junior Section and Company Section. The Anchor 
Boys, with their usual enthusiasm, took part in a team competition. The Junior Section performed a very competent 
marching display, especially since they had only been practising for a short time. The Company Section gave their 
usual fine display of their physical abilities over ñThe Horseò. The Junior Section were also given an opportunity to 
show how they could tackle the horse and thankfully finished without anyone getting hurt! 

 On my final evening as President I addressed the 
audience whilst the boys were changing back into their 
uniforms. 
The full Company then returned to the hall and David in-
vited Chris to say a few words. Chris made reference to his 
time within the Company and commended all the boys for 
their appearance and the manner in which they demon-
strated their skills in games, marching and physical activi-
ties. He also thanked the parents for supporting the Com-
pany. Finally he praised the work done by the Captain and 
his Officers and Helpers. 
 David then asked Chris to present the badges and 
awards. All the boys received badges for their work 
throughout the session. In addition to these, the Junior 
Section Best Recruit Award was presented to Sean Row-
ley and the Best Boy Award went to John Turnbull. In the 
Company Section the Best Recruit was Michael Birtwistle 
and the Best Boy was Robert Wilson. The following promo-
tions were made in the Company Section: Ian Hanley and 

Robert Wilson to Lance Corporal, and Gregor Purves, Stephen Glenfield and Keith 
Pflug to the rank of Sergeant. At the completion of the awards ceremony, David pre-
sented Chris with a Boysô Brigade Medallion as a token of our thanks. 
 The Chaplain then presented a Boysô Brigade 
Certificate to George Kelly in appreciation of his 8 
years as a Helper within the Company. I was 
awarded a similar Certificate for my 15 years service 
as an Officer and President of the Company. The 
final presentation was made to David Nightingale on 
his retiral as Captain. The Chaplain presented David 
with a suitably inscribed Glass Trophy and a Certifi-
cate in appreciation and grateful thanks for his 35 
years Service as an Officer and Captain. Davidôs wife 
Ann was also thanked for her support of David and 
the Company. It has been arranged that flowers will 
be presented to Ann, when she and David return 
from visiting their daughter Tracy in Australia. 
 The Chaplain informed the audience that 
David is taking over the role of President and that 
Robbie Noble has been appointed as Captain. 
 The evening was then closed with The Bene-
diction. 
 As this will be my last Boysô Brigade article for 
the Church Newsletter may I finish by thanking Peter 
Sandison for coming along to our Parentôs Night and 
taking the photographs which accompany this article. 

 

 
Ian Forsyth 

President   

Captain David Nightingale with Braw Lad, Chris Mackenzie 

Retiring President Ian Forsyth Retiring Captain David Nightingale 


