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Letter from Leslie

Dear Friends,
The Forgotten Word

Her e ds &e sodaluace thdt binds you to your obligations and the courses of action demanded by

that forceo . What is it? It is a four letter word. Ha\
very much, but if you were to shout it out today many would take it as offensive. It used to be used in the

Church but it is | ooked on askance and tarred with
been taken over by phrases such as fiyou dondt have
relevant for todayébés worl d. | f itds used much it

seems to be at the root of all manner of human troubles and which hopefully we are trying to get rid of to-
day. Any ideas yet?

There is no doubt that the Church was seen as one of the main causes of the spread of the five let-
ter word for which it has had to be decidedly apologetic, and one of the reasons for its expunging of the
four letter word from its vocabulary. If you are still in the dark about it let me mention the words, but

pl ease be careful you donét get infected by them, s
the page where you might touch tdutgyendguitLet 6s keep th

Yes, duty is that fisoci al force that binds you
manded by that forced but it isndt heard very much

to the worshipping community through public profession of faith and membership in the Church, but also to
be there in their place Sunday by Sunday or when Christians meet for study or prayer. Christians have a
duty to stand with each other in support, prayer and encouragement. Christian people have a duty to give
of their money, their time and their gifts sacrific
in order to do this). Christian people have a duty to make their Christian life and faith open to others.
There is no doubt that Christian life involves many duties, and failure in them brings guilt, that five letter
word that has a bad press nowadays. However, guilt (not just feelings of guilt, which is another thing) is
that which comes about through failure to perform e
bel onging to the fiowed family. I n other words, it
thing that belongs to another - our life. To fail to do duty is akin therefore to breaking the commandment
about stealing, and guilt is a condition which comes about through being a commandment breaker.

The cream that is rubbed on the sore guilt-r i dden conscience comes from

and Altds up to youodo bottl es, and if placed in suff
pain - though in truth does not cure it. The truth is that if the four letter word is heard, understood and ac-
cepted it does make a difference to |ife. It appl

and debility that its replacements do in both Church and Society. Have you to catch up on a duty or duties
which have been lying around?

Every Blessing for a guilt-free Spring,
Leslie Steele
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http://ardictionary.com/By/9543
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Diary of Forthcoming Events...

UGC Coffee Morning for Christian Aid
Outside the Church from 09.30 to 12.00

The UGC (Under Ground Church) will be selling bacon rolls, cake & candy, tea coffee and
juice. The proceeds will go to Christian Aid. Come and enjoy an al fresco snack!

Christian Aid Fund - Raising Concert

Arrangements are now well under way for this event, which is to be held on Saturday 8th
May in the Church. The doors will open at 7 pm and the proceedings should get under way at 7:30
pm. Tickets cost £5 per adult or £3 per concession, and are available to buy at the door, from your local
Christian Aid representative, or by telephoning Angela Miller on 01896 755316. Refreshments are in-
cluded in the price of the ticket, and there will be a number of well-known names on the programme,
headlined by fAKathy Stewart and t he JHkrownggoeps and iRdi-
viduals. This is your invitation to bring a friend or two: why not come along and support a worthy cause,

Communion Service followed by UGC Coffee and Croissants

Join the UGC for coffee & croissants (or tea and croissants!) after the Communion Service.
There will also be one or two other stalls which will include cake & candy. Proceeds will go to Chris-
tian Aid and UGC funds, and a donation will be made towards Michael, who is attending the Scout World
Jamboree.

Churches together in Mission

An Exhibition portraying the work of the Church in the world today, organised by the Ga-
lashiels Fellowship of Churches. See back page for details!

Church Outing to North Berwick

The annual Church outing is expanding its horizons after a few years of local venues. This
year 6 s tSundap 20thslune pand we will leave by coach straight after church to return at ap-
proximately 6.30 pm. The plan is to wander along the High Street (in North Berwick, in case you missed
the headline!), visit the Sea Life Centre, or join in with the activities for the children on the beach (which
sounds like much more fun anyway!). There will be a closing worship together on the beach at 4.30-5.00
pm.

Dondt forget your picnicé and your bucket and s
are limited, so - to avoid disappointment! - call with the number of seats required to Anne Noble as soon
as possible on 07796 668 847.

yer :

and have a good nightés entertainment at the same t

D a d €

Death
13™ April 2010: Albert John Goodall , Haylodge Hospital, Peebles

We extend our sincere sympathy and prayers to the bereaved family




Old Parish & St. Paul dés helping to ra

You may remember reading in the Newsletter art.|
Christ) at Naisi Church, Malawi, in the Presbytery of Zomba, which is linked to our Presbytery.
We have already exchanged gifts with the congregation, which is currently preparing to provide a
roof for the Church, which - as can be seen is these pictures - is sadly deficient in this respect!

Last year the Kirk Session agreed to assist the congregation, who do not enjoy the good fa-
cilities of other local churches, complete the structure of their Church by providing a donation to-
wards the cost of a roof. It was decided to provide an initial amount to get the work started, with
the balance following at a later stage. The initial donation has now been delivered by the Rev.
Jim Campbell, and we look forward to providing a progress report in future newsletters. In the
meantime, here is part of an email received on 19th March by Milton and Margaret Cashman from
Rev. Chaplain Stephens and friends from Naisi Congregation, thanking us for our donation:

We had few development since November to March. We have rains and we are busy in our gardens.
Our Women's Guild goes on holiday for at least two month so as to work in their maize fields. Right
now they have resumed their duties, i.e., cheering the sick, consoling the bereaved, attending to mid
-week prayers and also visiting our Moderator once in a while with gifts.

Our Sunday school boys and girls also had to go on holiday for at least a month or so but now
they have resumed the programmes.

We look forward to hearing more from a visitor from Malawi who is due to visit our Church on
Sunday 30th May!

Annual Quiz 2010

The results of the quiz were as fol-
lows:

1st place: The Brady and Currie team
with 47 points

2nd place: The UGC at Aberfeldy (4
adults + 11 teenagers) with 46 points

3rd place: Brothers of Charity Services
(Training Department) with 43 points

This year's wooden spoon was not
awarded as out of the twenty quizzes
taken away only six were returned,
and so the fourteen teams who did not
return their answers can share the
metaphorical wooden spoon between
them! Thank you to all who sent their
entries in!

Jim Tennant




