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Dear Friends, 
 

Just after Easter we read the start of the book of Acts on Sunday mornings about the be-
ginning of the New Testament Church.  Prior to that the Church had been limited to the 
Jewish people, but after the resurrection the doors were opened to the world.  We were 
also privileged last month to be visited by three members of the Malawian Church 
through our partnership with Zomba Presbytery in the South of Malawi.  I bring these to-
gether because it shows the spread of the Word about Jesus around the world so that 
every continent has within it congregations of Christian people, and many languages now 
have the Bible in their own tongue.  Speaking about the Bible, this year we are celebrat-
ing the 450th Anniversary of the Scottish Reformation, and next year we will be celebrat-
ing the 400th Anniversary of the King James or Authorised Version of the Bible. 
 It is hard, therefore, to escape the fact that there is no message in the world that 
has spread like this message, but what does that say?  There have been other ideas or philosophies 
which have spread and swept multitudes along: the communist ideal swept the world in the last century, 
Roman and Greek ideas conquered the world, but what Christianity has is longevity.  It is true to say that 
nothing compares with its longevity.  Some say that that is because it has had a unique ability to change 
itself and adapt to new settings and cultures, and it is truly multicultural - listen to our worship on a Sunday 
morning and compare it with a Malawian Church, and you will notice the difference.  However there is 
something worth saying about this multicultural word which is often bandied about but not given a great 
deal of thought. 
 We are sometimes given the idea that it is human cultures representing the ideas, the history, the 
stories of different races of peoples that make up the fabric of life, whereas it is the power and genius of 
the Gospel that infects and changes cultures.  One social researcher was questioning a native African 
dweller once about ï as he thought ï the harmful influence of missionaries within that tribe, but he was 
told that the difference the Gospel had made was that the African Christian was now listening to the re-
searcher rather than boiling his remains in a pot.   Not all heritages are ones to be proud of, or to wish to 
be continued - indeed, there can be pagan heritage and a Christian one and our present lauding of multi-
culturalism seems not to differentiate between them.  Every human contribution is to be welcomed and 
given an equal place in the wonderful multicultural mix because it is humanity that makes up a wonderful 
Earth.  Not so. 
 If we have things to remember and look back to, letôs remember those things which spring out of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ and not those which come from our countryôs sense of self-importance.  As you 
attend to your garden this summer note that we need to attend to the good roots in our countryôs life and 
not to water everything. 
 
Every Blessing, 
 
 

Leslie Steele 

http://www.oldparishandstpauls.org.uk


Death  
 

  22nd May 2010: Sheila Grant , Hazeldean, Windyknowe Road, Galashiels 
 

Sheila Grant, who regularly worshipped with us, had learning difficulties which were apparent from earliest years, with severe 
mood swings leading her into care, bringing her down into Galashiels.  She could easily lose her temper with you but would also  -  
surely a sign of Godôs grace in her - always apologise and seek to repair things.  She sought society, although she found this diffi-
cult, and gave of the gifts she had (what a knitter!), drawing out love and care from many.  She will be missed and we remember 
her supportive family: brother Peter and sisters Marjorie and Laureen, not to forget Yvonne Clayton, her longstanding carer, and 
Albert Wilson, her close friend. 

Christian Aid Concert  
 

 Saturday 8th May saw the very first 
concert in our church to raise funds 
for Christian Aid.   The evening 
started off with our very own Mu-
sicmakers, followed by Paul Ca-
paldi on accordion (pictured below), 
Betty Grant reciting poetry, singing 
from Rona Young, music from The 
Border Bells (left), half a dozen 
Irish dancers, lively songs from the 
Potentials (left), classical songs 
from Susan Borman and Nancy 
Muir, Jim Tennant accompanied by 
Neil Miller, Anne Noble & Sheila 
McAnulty, and finally Kathy Stewart 
and the Frequent Fliers (bottom 
left).   Peter Sandison ably com-
pèred the whole evening. 
 I would like to thank Session 
for allowing the concert to take 
place in the church so that the en-
tertainers could take full advantage 
of the sound system.  Bob McKen-
drick, aided and abetted by Colin 
Hanley and Michael Fox, ensured 
that all entertainers were heard at 
their best. I would like to thank all 
those who helped in any way, and 
especially Jim Tennant for organis-
ing the whole event. The sum 
raised was £340.                            
 

Angela Miller  


