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Summer Jottings from Leslie
Dear Friends,

So there are going to be severe cuts in our lifestyle coming up! We have had plenty warnings and we see what some

of those cuts will be now. The difference in our situations compared to others, though, is quite marked. We were glad

to have Rev. Kingsley Bandula preaching when the Malawian visitors from our twinned Presbytery, Zomba, were

here. When Kingsley was in Peebles the wife of his host asked if she could do any washing for him. Despite the mild
protestations not to go to any ¢tir®dlulbljeusthef Isiang & we rhy tmhi
response was, fAYou have a machine?bo0 When he was taken t
to his room to bring back a camera so that he could show his wife back home a picture of a washing machine. In-

deed, there are cuts and cuts.

This is certainly a sporting time what with the World Cup and Wimbledon on at the same time. What a sporting mara-
thon that match was between Isner and Mahut that went to a final set of 70-68, and what sheer stamina the men had
the previous day finishing as the light faded at 59-59. At the time of writing England managed to get through their first
group in the World Cup, but were facing Germany on Sunday 27™. You will know the result by the time you read this,
but | was taken with cartoonist Mattdés Ilittle cartoon tw
side the sign fibest before 27/6/1006 (the day they play (

ject #Als there enough determination and grit to get thr
Mahut . The apostle Paul says in Galatians 6:9 ALet wus n
reap a harvest-i f we do not give upo. Thatds a verse for all
mer.

You will read on the back page of the Newsletter about the result of the special meeting called to look at homosexual
practice and the ministry. I't is true that many wi || S
6homophobi cd, but that i s ki3 tmischiévous lmecause it attengpts th wimansagumierd v 0 U S
against us by demeaning us. It is incorrect in that supporting people with all sorts of sexual urges and desires re-
quires thoughtful care and truthful teaching, which is what any Church faithful to the Word of God has sought to do.

Physiologically we all/l know what sex is for and that it
practiced outside of the male/female relationship, but
we?). Opening the door to homosexual arousal as an acceptat

nor does it really care for our young whose sexual feelings swing wildly about during adolescence. It is in fact an
abandonment of careful understanding, loving support and compassionate companionship on the Christian pilgrim-
age.

Members should be aware of the potential divisiveness of this matter throughout the Church as a whole and

pray for the work and eventual report and recommendati on
the Special Commission. Do speak to any of the elders or the minister if you have any questions or concerns about
t his. A good principle is dAin all things | ove, in all t

Finally to those of you away on holiday over the summer may God grant you rest and peace. Pray for summer mis-
sions and childrendéds camps run by Scripture Union over
Club in the first week of August.
With Every Blessing,
Leslie Steele
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Summer Events in Pictures

Lunch Club Outing

For the Lu
last gathering in June,
twenty-nine folk, in-
cluding helpers, went
for an outing on the
24™ to Dobbies after a
lunch in the Retreat
Castle Hotel in Bon-
nyrigg. A great day
was had by all, and a
nice lunch enjoyed:
the teams who usually
prepare the lunch
were able to sit back
for a change and not
even worry about the
washing up! Lunch
Club restarts on
Thursday 26™ August.

Church Out-
ing to North
Berwick

The annual
Church outing
took place on
Sunday  20th
June. As you
can see from

the pictures,
the weather
was kind, the
scenery mag-
nificent, and a
good time was

had by all,
adults and chil-
dren alike!

Churches Together in Mission Exhibition

Thanks to the hard work and organisation of very
many people, and not least our very own Margaret
and Milton Cashman, our Church was transformed
for a unique event
which took place on the
first week in June. Or-
ganised by the Ga-
lashiels Fellowship of
Churches, the Exhibi-
tion highlighted the mis-
sion of the Church
around the world today.

In the coming months,
the News-
letter  will
continue
the series
of articles
on organi-
sations
show-
cased at
the Exhibi-
tion.
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