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Letter from Leslie
Dear Friends,

Equality. Is it a good thing? | suppose we ought to unpack what we mean by it first. When we
use the equals sign in arithmetic we mean that one side can be expressed equally by the other
side without loss. 5=3+2; 2x4=8; 3/4 =75% etc. They are just different ways of saying exactly
the same thing. But what happens when we come to other areas. Take the statement from the
American Declaration of Independence “All men are born equal’” — a statement said to be “self
evident”. It was put in to make clear that the new Nation took all men to have exactly the same
rights and privileges under the law and that there were to be no special cases such as a different
law for the King and for His subjects. It might have been better to have said that the new State’s
laws would deal equally with all men because it was a statement about people’s lives rather than
their natures per se.

As a matter of fact all men are not born equal - some have the proverbial silver spoon in
their mouths, born into wealth - others have nothing. Some are born handsome; others, well let’s
just say are a little lacking in that respect; some have brilliant minds; others not; etc.

However as time has gone on there has been a slight lack of distinction in using the word.
Perhaps a curious insight into this was seen in the world of disability. Some did not wish to be
categorised as disabled in the sense of being less than others and wished to speak of themselves
as “differently-abled”. A case arose where a deaf couple wanted to arrange to have a deaf baby
because they argued that their deaf child would be so much more part of their community and not
disabled from their parents and parent’s lives. Hesitation about this on the part of doctors was
met by the challenge “weren’t differently-abled people equal to others?” but the difference be-
tween personal standing among others and equivalence of nature was not grasped.

Some of this confusion has also found its way into gender related issues. The equality of
men and women under the law comes from an equality of dignity before God who, says Genesis,
created Man (generic), male and female created He them (particular). The apostle Paul further
presses this home by saying that in Christ there is neither male nor female, Jew nor Greek, bond
nor free (Galatians 3:28), but this equality gets skewed when it is seen as an equality of being
rather than standing, because quite simply we are made differently. When a man desires to be
able to have a baby (!!' Why?) or when a woman wishes on the grounds of equality to be able to
‘father’ a child with the assistance of modern cloning technology then equality has strayed into
grounds where it has no place. We could also add that when homosexual sex is spoken of as
somehow equivalent to heterosexual on the grounds of equality it too has strayed far.

Democracy rightly thrives when people, whatever their background or idiosyncrasies, are
accepted and valued as equally “in the image of God”. However, when that equality becomes a
demanding and strident cry for a self-determination of being we are on the way to idolatry and the
idol in process of being made is Man himself. Continued overleaf
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Letter from Leslie continued

The declaration “I am equal” then becomes the tower of Babel revisited, where Man said “let us
make a tower up to heaven” because (implied) we are equal to God. Martin Luther said that the
knowledge of God started with a knowledge of the self, and it is only when we have a true and
humble acceptance of who we are in our very being, fallen and flawed as we are, disabled by sin,
and born with all manner of impediments that we can begin to approach God with whom we are in
no way “equal”.
In the letter to the Philippians Paul tells us to have the mind of Christ whose mind was not,
even though He was entitled, to grab at equality with His Father:
“being in the form of God, t h o u g (hterally, didn’'tntronk it a o b b
thing to be grasped):
But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the
likeness of men:
And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death,
even the death of the cross.
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:
That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and
things under the earth;
And that every tongue should confess that .Jesus
Philippians 2:6-11 (Webster’s)

And the writer to the Hebrews tell us that “Though he was a Son, yet he learned obedience by the
things whi chHebrewsS8&f f er ed”

We are all equal before God as sinners in need of salvation but the clamant cry to be up-
sides with others because of some innate human right of equivalence is not only muddle-headed
and wrong but the beginning of tentative steps to divine usurpation. “God, who are you to tell me
.....7". Who was it who said of someone that he was a self-made man and worshipped his crea-
tor? That is the logical end of the application of equality not to dignity under God but to the es-
sential being of self. Time to climb down from the high horse and to get off this modern hobby
horse of the chattering classes. Let's get down to the equality of death and the godlessness of
sinful human being so that we might by the grace of God find our salvation and proper position in
the economy of God.

Yours Very Unequally, <
Leslie Steele

Deaths

17th July Clark Donaldson, 37 Beech Ave, Galashiels

4th August John Kerr, Wilton View Community Hospital
(formerly of 49 Victoria Street)

Many will remember John Kerr who came to join us a number of years ago after retiring to Ga-
lashiels from work in Central Scotland with the Customs and Excise department. John was
born in Boness in 1928, one of seven and the second oldest brother. When his older brother
joined the RAF he became very much the supporter of his mother, by then a widow, in caring
for the house and family. He had a number of jobs to begin with, though served longest with
the Customs and Excise department. Always known for his readiness to step forward and do
whatever he felt was needed, he sung briefly in the Choir and gave his services in a practical
way, taking on board the cutting of the Church grass among other things. We remember his
surviving brother and sisters and especially his children, John Jnr., Lorna and Thomas.




Church Autumn Fayre

Just a reminder of the Church Autumn Fayre, to be held on Saturday 20th November. We will be
looking for helpers on the stalls and for serving teas and coffees: please speak to Hugh, Lynn or
Irene, if you are able to be of assistance.

Church Telephone Number Senior Badminton Club
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Change to the structure of St Paul's

Earlier in the summer, the Kirk Session met with Peter Neilson, an advisor to the Church of
Scotland. The purpose of that meeting was to look at the role of the Kirk Session, Congrega-
tional Board and the role played by all members of the church. Having discussed the results of
this meeting, the Kirk Session will be holding a congregational meeting for all members of
St Paul's on Sunday 3rd October after church. All members are encouraged to bring a
packed lunch to church (tea and coffee will be provided), as we will meet in the large hall until
3.30pm. During the discussion, activities will be provided for children so that parents can focus
their attention on the meeting. The purpose of this meeting is to consider whether we should
change the structure of our church. This will include how we provide pastoral care to our mem-
bers and how we can reach out into the local community. This is obviously a very important
meeting and we would ask for your attendance.

Christian Aid Results 2010 Lunch Club
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Back to Church Sunday 2010
26th September at 11.00 a.m.
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Back to Church Sunday is all about the people who are not here. We aim to reach the people
who are not here through the people who are. This will be a special service for people who have-
n’t been in church recently (or perhaps have never been to our Church).

In order to do this there will be invitations available for you to pick up in the church on the
Sundays leading up to 26th September i.e. 5th, 12th & 19th September. We have 200 invita-
tions so please consider prayerfully who to invite from your friends, family, neighbours or col-
leagues.

Success isn’t a percentage, a number, or a line on a graph. Success is one person inviting
one person. Invite them to come as they are!
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The figures for July 2010 are summarised below:

@
@
@
@
@
S
Target Budgeted Expenditure (January - July) £45,609 @
Income from offerings to date (January - July) £25,773 %
Gift Aided offerings Tax recovered to date £4,738 g
Income from use of premises (January - July) £7,753 %
Investment income from funds (January - July) £2,100 g
Total income £40,364 g
@
Shortfall January - July (£45,609 - £40,364) £5,245 %
Legacies to date (less 10% to Charity Fund) £225 g
®
@

Marjorie McKendrick, Treasurer g
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